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From the Tiller

Hello fellow members

Well, here we are already half-way through the summer sailing 
season, so what’s news?

BIG NIGHT OUT:
On Saturday 1st November we held our first “Big Night Out” to 
raise funds for a new start boat. 

The BNO idea originally started more than a year ago when 
Richard and Meredith first suggested it.

Our biggest fundraiser in our 75 year history was a huuuuge 
success !! For a small family club of only 300 or so members 
– with friends of course - to raise over $50,000 in one evening, 
is absolutely fantastic !

In the current economy, it shows how fondly many people 
think of our great club and I am humbled by the generosity 
shown by the donors, organisers, helpers and attendees on the 
night.

On behalf of the club I would like to thank the following people 
that really made this night such a great triumph:

BNO Committee Members – Robyn Kendall, Peter & Elizabeth 
Kidner, Jenny Angus, Dug Russell, Yours truly and Meredith & 
Richard Rasdall.

General Helpers – Bella Glenny and Celia Craig.

The team met regularly over a period of nine months – yes 
nine months - and literally spent many hundreds of hours in 
the planning and military execution of a formidable evening.

Bella alone organised the donations and delivery of nearly a 
quarter of the eighty donations on the night and Celia as usual 
processed all the payments, seating and party atmosphere.

Jane Durham, Colin Fisher, Frank Costanzo, Ken Angus, Peter 
Sheers, Ray Daley, Nicole Koerner, Di Russell, Ian & Celia 
Craig, Ginny Tracey and Michelle Gale spent most of Saturday 
– together with the BNO Team - setting up the room to look 
spectacular – and what a result !

Thank you to all.

I would also like to give hearty thanks to Jim Langford (local 
Real Estate identity) for his expert auctioneer skills and Murray 
Hartin (Muz) for his fabulous MC talents – not to mention his 
poems!

Finally, to Meredith and Richard - and to their Narrabeen 
Company “RashTV” – who donated the massive Plasma screens 
(I want one……) and Audio-visual equipment, designed and 
produced all the banners, posters, tickets and incredible 
auction booklets and who both spent many sleepless nights 
working on our behalf as the date neared – Wow! We owe you 
guys big-time.

Fellow members, when you see the Rasdalls’ at the club, give 
them a hug or shake their hands – and when you see our 
newest start boat – just remember who made it all happen.

CENTREBOARD RACING:
Avalon Sailing Club recently held the first round of the 2008/09 
Manly Junior State Championships and as always ASC put on a 
superb event.

Our young guys and girls also travelled to the Hunters Hill 
Sprints, where ASC won the Team Trophy.

YACHT RACING:
The first race of the Broken Bay Interclub challenge is on 
Saturday the 22nd November – the 3 Island Race. See Bruce 
Dey for more info.

Until then, many thanks again to all for the news, suggestions 
and commendations.

To all our sailors, sail well, sail fair, sail fast and make your 
club proud !

Peter Gale - Commodore

Avalon Sailing Club
“The club closest to Paradise!”
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Oh what a night!  The Big Night Out was aptly named.  It was 
definitely worth heading over to Royal Motor Yacht Club for our 
biggest ever fundraising auction event, where nearly 200 people 
- ASC members and their guests – were treated to a wonderful 
evening of entertainment and the chance to vie for an amazing 
array of high quality auction and raffle items.  The final tally of 
funds raised on the night was an incredible $58,000!  

The new Starting/Committee boat is now a reality.

Guests, dressed in theme colours of black, white and gold, were 
treated to truly exceptional entertainment from James Morrison 
on trumpet, trombone and keyboard – and at times two of these 
at once - plus the sultry sounds of beautiful jazz singer Emma 
Pask.  If this was not enough, James had invited a very talented 
young jazz keyboard player along and we were fortunate to hear 
an early performance of a star in the making. 

The evening was hosted by Murray Hartin who did a wonderful 
and highly entertaining job. Also thanks to our auctioneer for the 
night, former ASC child sailor James Langford, who succeeded in 
emptying some people’s pockets of many hundreds, and often 
thousands of dollars.  All for a great cause of course, and for some 

great auction items.

The night was conceived and orchestrated by Richard Rasdall 
(now declared clinically insane and partially brain-dead!).  And 
along with the tireless efforts of the organising committee - 
Meredith Rasdall, Peter & Elizabeth Kidner, Robyn Kendall, Peter 
& Michelle Gale, Bella Glenny Horton, Dug Russell, Jenny Angus 
and Celia Craig - the ship was kept well afloat during 12 long 
months of planning. All have worked very hard and for many 
hours, organising and displaying auction items, producing quality 
advertising and promotional materials and videos, decorating the 
venue, and generally ensuring a seamless night.  

Special thanks must go to all the Club members and sponsors 
who donated so generously with fabulous action items and cash 
that gave the auction so much variety. Thank you also to all who 
bought tickets and attended the evening – without all of you the 
night would not have happened. 

And finally a big thanks to all the other members who helped on 
the day to make the evening so successful!

Toni Eames

Oh What A Night!
Photos by Toni Eames, Peter Kidner,  Dug Russell
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XMAS BBQ
13th December

7pm

BYO everything  
for BBQ on the deck
Bring a plate of Christmas fare 
to share plus your own cutlery, 
plates, glasses, food etc. as per 

family day race.

GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENT!

The History of  
Avalon  
Sailing  
Club  
by Norm Field

Available at 
the canteen 
only $10

Avalon Sailing Club

The history of  a family sailing club  on Pittwater from 1932 to 1963

The history of  a family sailing club on Pittwater from 1932 to 1963

The history of  a family sailing club  on Pittwater from 1932 to 1963

POSITION VACANT
CLUB TREASURER

The Club is looking for a new 
Treasurer to take up the role in first 
half  2009.
The position ideally requires someone with an 
accounting background who is able to complete 
tasks though to full financial reporting.

As a non profit organisation, there is no tax 
accounting involved, however, we are registered 
for GST and the accounts are audited annually.  The 
Club finances are very sound with annual turnover 
above $150,000.

An assistant treasurer is already in place to assist 
with a lot of the day to day payment processing and 
data entry.  We use the MYOB accounting software.

The position also has responsibility for Club 
insurances and looking after the asset register.  
The incumbent will become a member of the Club 
General Committee.

Please contact Neil Gregory on 9416-1621 (after 
hours) or 0419 682 383 to discuss any aspect or 
express interest, or email on neilgregory@optusnet.
com.au

BIG NIGHT OUT 
RAFFLE WINNERS

(drawn Sat 1st November 10.30pm during 
the BNO)
Tasco Offshore Binoculars Ray Daley
Musto Bag Ian Craig
Musto Voucher Sonia Han
Restaurant Voucher Jennie Fogarty
Framed Oil Pastel Painting Peter Hudson
Set 4 Electric Toothbrushes Karen Taves
Spectacular Feature Plant Robyn Kendall
Anteater Home Pest  
  Inspection Nicole Kidner
GMC Red-Eye Jigsaw Bruce Dey
Gourmet Food Hamper Ken Angus
Interior Design Consultancy Andrew Bate
Cottage Quilt Works  
  Gift Basket Greg Catlin
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The wind gods were kind to us and we had a great trip as our 
first offshore cruise for the season.  Being a Long Weekend, the 
weather forecast was rather dreary so only two Avalon boats took 
part, joined by good friend Greg Edwards.  Greg and his son had 
an enjoyable sail down to the Harbour on the Friday and we set 
off at about 4 p.m. and sailed down partly after dark, but with a 
gentle steady westerly providing us a pleasant beam-reach down 
the coast.  We arrived at Manly just before the dramatic thunder 
storm and heavy downpour started. Paul and Bev Sinclair came 
down on Saturday, with good wind on and off, but plenty of rain!  
We hired moorings from the Manly Boatshed at Fairlight.  They 
were very helpful and friendly.  It is a beautiful walk round to 
Manly from the boatshed, with lovely views and a small beach with 
rockpool (perhaps tempting in warmer weather)!  With the boats 
safely on moorings, we 
were able to keep to our 
plans to go ashore and 
enjoy the Manly Jazz Fes-
tival. There were some 
great bands playing, 
with many varying styles 
of music.  It was a shame 
that the weather was so 
wet on Saturday, but 
the Sunday and Monday 
were less showery and 
larger crowds turned 
out.  I had read about 
a new micro-brewery 
in Manly and we simply 
had to check it out.  It 
was on the Esplanade, 
just across the road from 
the wharf and produced its own excellent beers.  We visited The 
4 Pines a few times over the weekend!  Greg’s wife Deb and my 
brother and his wife joined us on Saturday evening  and we en-
joyed a great meal at the Spanish restaurant, The Alhambra.  The 
food was very good, the service friendly and Greg very gamely 
responded to an invitation to join the Flamenco dancers!  

The following day we walked along the seafront to Shelley Beach 
and up the cliffs, with the wonderful views up the coast.  We could 
see whales amongst the yachts sailing past.

We enjoyed some more jazz and some more beer, before heading 
to the Skiff Club to watch Manly play in the Grand Final.  The place 
was jumping, but we managed to get a good view of a big screen 
and much enjoyed the game among the very excited locals. Some 
of them were rather worse for wear early on in the evening and 
asked if we had sailed from Hobart, as we were all wearing our 
offshore wet-weather jackets!  Now, it was a sailing club after all! 
Afterwards we had another exotic culinary experience, having din-
ner in the African restaurant Out of Africa, underneath the brew-
ery coincidentally! It was an interesting evening, with the Manly 
fans driving past hooting and cheering and pouring off the Manly 

Ferry in full celebration.  

The next day had us rather wary of the forecast for very strong 
westerlies to be followed by an even stronger southerly change, so 
Swagman and Hagar set off bright and early, followed an hour or 
so later by Kate Kelly. Of course there was absolutely no wind most 
of the way back.  Jim was muttering darkly about leaving too early 
for the wind, but it didn’t get up most of the day, until there was a 
very brief but strong southerly in the evening, long after we were 
all tucked up at home.  Never believe the forecast, but be prepared 
for anything! We had to motor nearly all the way, but picked up a 
light breeze off Newport.  We saw a large pod of dolphins off Long 
Reef, but they were busy fishing and not very playful.  

There were also a few large splashes on the horizon of the dead 
calm sea, suggesting the 
presence of whales.  One 
swam very close to the 
stern of Swagman, but 
Kate Kelly was lucky to be 
treated to a truly magnifi-
cent whale show when we 
were very nearly home.

As we rounded Barrenjo-
ey we saw a tall ship com-
ing out of Broken Bay, so 
we sailed over to take a 
closer look. In the dis-
tance beyond it we spot-
ted a blow over by Kilcare 
Beach.  We drifted paral-
lel to the whales for some 
time when they suddenly 
veered across our bows.  

We turned off the engine (the wind having completely faded away 
again) and drifted under sail. The fishing line was hopefully trail-
ing behind us as usual, having captured nothing all the way from 
the Harbour.  Suddenly the whales, 2 adults and 1 young hump-
back, popped up right in front of us.  We furled the jib, hauled in 
the fishing line and for some 30 minutes watched in delight as 
the whales played around Kate, just like a pod of dolphins.  They 
swam right up behind us, dived under the hull, where we could 
see them through the clear water and kept turning and repeating 
the moves.  They lifted their fins and flukes out of the water and 
waved them at us.  It was a spectacular experience and we were 
so excited, but also relieved that they didn’t try a breach at such 
close quarters!  After some time, the largest whale began to get a 
bit agitated (jealous of Kate?!) and started slapping his tail repeat-
edly on the water, so we hoisted the jib and got up some speed. 
Eventually they gave up playing with Kate and turned out to sea 
again, after venturing almost up to Lion Island.  In the excitement, 
on a rocking boat, I took lots of “air” and “sea” shots, but did man-
age to get a few stunning photos.

We were so pleased to have eventually achieved our plans to get 

October Cruise to Manly
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to Manly and enjoy some onshore activities, having had to cancel past expeditions 
due to shocking conditions.  We got wet and would have enjoyed some more wind 
for better sailing, but hey, we weren’t gale-bound this time and the whales were a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

Please consider coming along and joining us. “Social sailors” can join or leave at 
Manly if they don’t fancy the offshore leg.  Hiring moorings frees you up for other 
activities without having to worry about the safety of the yachts.  It is a lovely sail 
down the Harbour and even if it does get a bit lively, it really isn’t very far. Give it 
a go!  

Sue Flaye

INCAHOOTS FOR SALE

Yes that’s right – the mighty INCAHOOTS is for sale. This 
Young 88 has been Club Champion since 2006 and has 
countless other successes to her name!

Now’s your chance to purchase an immaculately 
maintained, competitive and versatile yacht with an 
extensive wardrobe of sails and fittings. Comfortable inside 
and sleek outside.

Interested?....... Of course you are!

Phone Ritchie: 0417 484 961

OMG -  
Richard wins the 

Nationals!!!
Congratulation to our fearless Club 

Coach Richard Scarr who took out the 

Flying Dutchman Nationals (4 wins + 

1 OCS) held on Sydney Harbour 1, 2 & 

3 November. Richard and his crew also 

won the Prestigious Albert Gold Cup.

Centreboard News
Spirals 
At the recent Single-handed Regatta held at 
Sunshine Lake Macquarie, Matt Craig took out 1st 
place in the Spiral Division. Other Avalon Spiral 
sailors who attended the regatta were Simon Hill 
and the Conlys Jeff, Julia, Simone & Shane.

Flying Eleven Upper Harbour 
Dash for Cash at Lane Cove
On Saturday 1 November 3 of our Flying Elevens 

ventured over to the Harbour to take part in the 

Lane Cove Sailing Club’s annual Upper Harbour 

Regatta & Dash for Cash.

Results were;

Tim Forbes-Smith/Will Dargaville 3rd overall on 

Scratch + 1st on Handicap

Scott Cotton/Max Vos - 4th overall of Scratch + 2nd 

on Handicap

Nicola Forbes-Smith came away with the lucky 

door prize!
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MJ STATES ROUND 1 - 18 OCT 2008

On Saturday 18 October, 50 MJs headed to Avalon Sailing 
Club for the 1st of 3 rounds of the State Titles for the 2008-
09 season.

We were blessed with clear skies and while the wind was a 
little on the light side it did fill-in later in the day to allow 
us to hold the 2 scheduled races.

Our visitors commented on the friendliness of our Club 
Members who came together from both Centreboard and 
Yacht divisions to support our MJs in hosting this event.  
Iain & Alex Murray and Carmel & Richard De Vries both 
offered their motorboats for spectators which was most 
appreciated by all who went aboard and Oatley Family 
Wines provided refreshments for the adults at the end of the 
day.  From outside the membership the following people 
also contributed to a great day;  Col Chidgey – Principal 
Race Officer, David Tallis - Protest Committee Chairman, Ian 
Kissin – Start boat, Mark Phillips & Syd Dyer - BYRA support 
boat, Peter & Caroline Davidson – EPIRBhire.

And from within the club thanks to; 

Jan Scholten, Ian & Diane Lanz, Tom Coventry, Kingsley & 
Tim Forbes-Smith, Geoff & Jennie Fogarty, Andrew, Robyn, 

Peter, Penny & Anna Kendall, Ian Ponton, Dave Hyde, Cathy 
Coxon, Neil & Eleanor Gregory, Greg Bolton, Peter & Elizabeth 
Kidner, Dug & Diane Russell, John Nell, Michael Fruin, Paul 
Castle, Greg Catlin, Matt Duryea, Bella Glenny, Michelle 
Gale, Meredith Rasdall, Sally Colley, Frank Costanzo, John & 
Tom Koerner, Chuck Bradley, Falko Thiele, Don McLachlan, 
Richie Venn, Celia Craig, Damien James.

ASC representatives and results to date are;
Open fleet – 
Michael Koerner/Harley Walters – Full Throttle - 3rd 
Hannah Lanz/Olivia Coxon – Panda - 16th 
Clare & Juliet Costanzo – Trick or Treat – 22nd
Jim Colley/Charlie Langoulant – Bullet – 24th
Seldon Coventry/Sophie Ruge – Reflex – 30th
Richie Castle/Murray Catlin-Struthers – 34th

Novice Fleet – 
The novice fleet are calculated on Handicap only so we don’t 
have results until after Race 3 at Vaucluse in November 
however our representatives are;
Ruby Scholten/Ella Catlin-Struthers – Akuna Matata 
Fred & Jack Horton – Rocket Fuel

Nicole Koerner
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The weather and wind were perfect, everything ran like 
clockwork and the kids had a ball. What more could you 
ask for!

The first round of the Manly Junior State series was hosted 
by Avalon last month.

Nicole has thanked everyone involved but I would also 
like to thank her for her enormous effort in organising and 
running the day so professionally. Several parents from 
other clubs commented on how well run the day was and 
what a lovely friendly club we were.

It was my first experience on a response boat at such an 
event. I loved the spectacle, blue sky, blue sea, white boats 
with splashes of coloured rash vests. The kids were so 
confident & capable as the count down started, they were 
all finding their positions, cruising the start line looking for 
clean air. I was quite in awe of their composure! The start 
was fast & furious ( a little too fast for Jim! ) and in no time 
they were combatting a strange hole around the top mark. 
The spinnaker runs were also spectacular, with what looked 

like multicoloured handkerchiefs flying down Pittwater.

We only had a few mishaps. A couple of MJ’s headed off to 
the Etchell regattas top mark rather than our wing mark 
and we had to persuade a rather large yacht not to plough 
straight through the Novice divisions start line. He was most 
indignant as HE was racing and not at all keen to jibe his 
spinnaker! Thankfully when Jan pointed out that he was on 
port and the whole fleet of MJ’s were actually on Starboard, 
he changed course.

I was also impressed with the kids sportsmanship. There 
were a couple of very apologetic calls around the mark 
when kids were caught in the wrong & not quick enough to 
move. All the Avalon sailors had a great day and seemed to 
learn a lot.

Mikie did exceptionally well getting a 3rd and 5th place. 
Well done & good luck to all in the next round.

Sally Colley

MJ STATES

Hannah Lanz and Olivia Coxon Clare and Juliet Costanzo

Jim Colley and Charlie LangoulantFred and Jack Horton
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Seldon Coventry and Sophie Ruge Richie Castle and Murray Catlin-Struthers

Ruby Scholten and Ella Catlin-StruthersMichael Koerner and Harley Walters

Jim Colley
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(OR, DON’T FISH AND SAIL AT 
THE SAME TIME!)

Please don’t think from the title of this article that we have caught 
a large number of fish during our many years of offshore cruising: 
it’s just that the few we have managed to catch have unfailingly 
struck the hook at the most inopportune moments!

Our first two fish, both Bonitos, were caught in peaceful 
enough circumstances off Long Reef. Having read in the book of 
instructions that this type of fish had to be bled immediately, we 
had them suspended from the boom over a bucket.  I was helming 
and having difficulty getting the autohelm to tack us round North 
Head, so I bent to disengage it.  On standing up, I was slapped 
round the head by two very bloody fish.  Jim popped up through 
the hatch to see what was causing all the expletives, to be greeted 
by the sight of a blood- splattered cockpit and helmsperson.  It 
looked like a massacre had occurred!  The fish were delicious 
though, so the bleeding worked.

On another occasion we had been trolling without luck all day, 
only to have the fish strike just as we entered the Marine Reserve 
off Maitland Bay! We were busy navigating the entrance and 
taking down sails and had completely forgotten the line. We 
found out years later the NPWS rangers actually patrol the cliff 
tops and take boat rego numbers by using binoculars.  We were 
lucky that time!

Then there was the time we were leaving Bundeena on a hot 
limpid day.  We decided to set the spinnaker in the light airs, and 
yes you’ve guessed it, a Mahi Mahi hit the line just as we were 
hoisting the sail. Down it came and after some 30 minutes of 
wrestling sails, sheets, poles, guys and the feisty fish, we managed 
to land a beauty.  Great eating too. 

Next came my “accidentally angled” Kingfish caught in Bantry Bay.  
I bungled the cast and had the line tangled all round the rod and 
reel, but the instant the hook hit the water, a Kingie struck.  I had 
to put on my sailing gloves and pull up the line hand-over-hand.  
My brother tried for hours afterwards to catch a fish ‘properly’, 
with no luck!

The most recent and very dramatic fishing yarn happened a few 
weeks ago when were miles offshore.  We saw a boiling sea in the 
distance, with dolphins leaping and birds diving. As we drew near, 
sure enough the reel went crazy.  At the very moment we were 
bent double pulling in a large kingfish, Kate Kelly was slammed 
by a southerly buster, which came out of nowhere and not seen 

by us as we were attending to the fish.  The boat immediately 
heeled so far over that the fish could almost have swum into the 
cockpit. Chaos!  Jim dumped the fish onto the cockpit sole and 
started to leap around reducing sail etc as I struggled to helm the 
semi-submerged boat.  Jim trod on the fish, which flipped and 
impaled the spare hook in his ankle.  With so much going on in 
the 40 knots gusts, Jim took the only possible quick option and cut 
his own flesh off the hook.  Once again, blood everywhere – Jim’s 
and that of the fish.  We certainly deserved our tasty fish dinner 
when we got home later, especially as we had to stop and repair 
the steering en route to the mooring.

The last time we had to pull in the line in a hurry was to avoid 
hooking a humpback!

After sailing back from Sydney Harbour after the October long 
weekend and only seeing a couple of distant splashes, we rounded 
Barrenjoey to spot a blow over by Kilcare Beach.  We drifted 
parallel to the whales for a while when they suddenly veered 
across our bows. We turned off the engine (the forecast strong 
westerlies/southerlies having failed to materialise) and drifted 
under sail. The fishing line was hopefully trailing behind us as 
usual, having captured nothing all the way from the Harbour.  
Suddenly the whales, 2 adults and 1 young humpback, popped 
up right in front of us. We furled the jib, hauled in the fishing 
line and for some 30 minutes watched in delight as the whales 
played around Kate, just like a pod of dolphins.  They swam right 
up behind us, dived under the hull, where we could see them 
through the clear water and kept turning and repeating the 
moves.  They lifted their flukes, fins and tails out of the water.  
It was a spectacular experience and we were so excited, but also 
relieved that they didn’t try a breach at such close quarters!  The 
largest whale started to get a bit agitated (jealous of Kate?!) and 
started slapping his tail repeatedly on the water, so we hoisted the 
jib and got up some speed. Eventually they gave up playing with 
Kate and turned out to sea again.  Fortunately we didn’t hook one 
of these beautiful creatures, only catching them on camera.

Perhaps we should stick to only fishing off the stern in the peace 
of the evening in future!

Sue Flaye
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Fishy Tales/Tails

SEE YOUR NAME  
IN PRINT!

We are always looking for 
contributions of articles, photos, 
gossip, interesting articles for the 

Jibsheet. Please email Claudie

cmof5582@bigpond.net.au
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Avalon Sailing Club was a significant 
presence at Hamilton Island Race 
Week again this year. Secret Men’s 
Business made the long haul up and 
back, Matt Duryea, Michael Bell, Chuck 
Bradley and Will Sherman sailed on 
other people’s boats and Peter Gale, 
Dugald Russell, Andrew and David 
Kendall and Geoff Fogarty carried 
the Avalon colours proudly on Team 
Avalon, a Melges 24 chartered from 
Heath Walters the builder of Melges 
24 and 32s and the Northshore range 
of yachts.

Team Avalon was entered in the 
Performance Grand Prix division with 
boats ranging from the speedsters 
Getaway-Sailing (Volvo 60) and UBS 
Wild Thing (Murray 50) to ourselves….
the smallest boats by far of the 225 boats in the regatta. However, 
the special challenge for Team Av this year was the one-on-one 
conflict with another identical boat skippered by Heath (Simrad) 
who not only builds the Melges but has significant sailing cred…..
don’t we????

The racing was fantastic with the scratch margins between the 
two 24s being 16m44s (us-easy), 1m26s (them-close), 59s (them-
closer), 2m52s(them-hmm), 14s after 4 hours (them-damn) and 
2m53s after 5 hrs (us-hooray!).  Talking it up, our overall elapsed 
time was quicker than Simrad; we also held the lead for some 
time in all but one race (sorry Heath).

The highlight was winning the final race after a team talk that went 

along the lines……. ”what’s more important, a good position in 
the fleet or beating Simrad”…unanimous decision was we just 
gotta beat Simrad!

The biggest buzz was Race 2 in 20-25 knots. We cracked the perfect 
downwind start and reached in the wake of UBS Wild Thing for 15 
minutes at 15 to 18 knots before catching up to the division in 
front and getting caught in traffic.  We then planed the rest of 
the way to the bottom mark within a couple of boat lengths of 
Simrad….exhilarating. 

The only disappointment was the bottom rudder gudgeon bolts 
failing in race 2 and spending the rest of the afternoon on “Gilligan’s 
Island” waiting for a tow back. Dug (Maryanne), Geoff (Thurston 
Howell III), Peter (Professor), Dave (Skipper) and Andrew (Ginger) 

survived the experience!!

Most agonising was being pipped 
by a boat length after 4 hours of 
super-close racing in race 5.

A special acknowledgement 
to our wives for allowing this 
indulgence and photographer 
Crosbie Lorimer who took the 
fantastic photographs in Race 
2. Richard Rasdall came across 
one of the photos in the Club 
Marine mag, recognised the ASC 
pennant and then guessed who 
owned the legs!

“Legs” Fogarty

TEAM AVALON DOES IT AGAIN!

Photos by Crosbie Lorimer
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Guess Who? Don’t Sue

Vale - Mary Ifould
Mary, a stalwart of the 
club, died at the end of 
October this year, aged 90

I interviewed Mary about 
a year ago and she gave 
me a heap of information 
about the club and how 
she came to present the 
Mary Ifould permanent 
trophy for the best lady 
sailor of the season as 
she thought the girls were 
not being treated fairly in 
those early days. “Women 
of the world, unite.” This is 
a copy of the article in the 
Avalon Sailing Club History 
for those of you who have not bought your copy yet. Mary was 
secretary of the club in 1961 and used to drive her children over 
to the club from the holiday home at Lovetts Bay in a tinnie for 
the races. The children were safe with the club so she bought a 
Flying 15 called “Trio” and became one of the first lady F15 skip-
pers in Australia.

The story of Mary and her husband Lister, is part of Australian his-
tory as well. Mary’s first husband John Frankcomb was a bomber 
pilot in World War 2 flying Short Stirlings and was killed in a raid 
over Germany. Some time later she married Edward Lister Ifould 
who had been a navigator on the same squadron and he was cho-
sen to join the elite Pathfinder squadron, flying Avro Lancasters 
to drop special flares from low altitude to illuminate designated 
targets. The attrition rate for the Lancasters was very high and 

luckily along came a very 
fast twin engined fighter 
bomber, made of wood, 
the Dehavilland Mosquito, 
that the Air Ministry in its 
wisdom did not want. List-
er’s boss Air Vice Marshall 
Don Bennett, another Aus-
tralian and founder of the 
Pathfinder force, grabbed 
them with glee. Bennett 
and Ifould (now a squad-
ron Leader) flew as a team 
for the rest of the war. List-
er was awarded the D.S.O., 
the D.F.C. and Bar and 
there is an oil painting of 

him in the Australian War Me-
morial in Canberra. Mary proudly showed me his medals and an 
inflight photo of Lister and Don Bennett in their Mosqito which 
will now go to the A.W.M.

Their children did their training with A.S.C. as a lot of our present 
kids do and then they moved on to R.P.A.Y.C. to sail as a family 
in a Dragon class boat called “Rana”. Lister was part of the crew 
that won the Hobart Race in the Fifties on “Struan Marie.”

Mary’s legacy is the permanent trophy still in the club.

The club will be represented at Mary’s funeral on November 
6th.

Norm Field

Mary Ifould reclining with dogs and daughter at Taylors Point 1961

Who were the crew accused of picnicing on the start line last 
Koolong Trophy. It could be all hearsay and innuendo as I was 
crook and missed the race. However I believe John Siladi and 
Bruce Dey are taking up a collection to provide them with 
a suitably attached picnic basket. Very kind of Bruce and the 
leading boats to show them where the holes were, as ROGER and 
HELEN cleared out winners on handicap.

Believe another boat in the Blue Water managed to prove you 
can go around the “O” mark twice the wrong way, but then I was 
not there.

Norm Field

NEW SUMMER RANGE OF  
CLOTHING IS NOW 

AVAILABLE
Stand out in the crowd wearing the 
very latest in new fibre clothing for 
women and men. We believe you 
will be impressed with the range.

We need the help of a local member 
that could help setup and have 

clothing available for sale  
on Sunday mornings. 

IF YOU COULD HELP PLEASE 
PHONE CELIA CRAIG 9488 7416 
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JUNO RACE OCT 08

FAMILY DAY BBQ Ladies Skipper Race
Sunday December 21

Come dressed up!
BBQ on the deck afterwards

Photos Claudie Moffatt
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SAILING CAMP 
15th & 16th November

3 ISLAND RACE 
Sat November 22 

Run by RMYC

BYRA LION ISLAND CHALLENGE 
Sunday 30th November

XMAS BBQ 
13th December - 7pm 

BYO everything for BBQ on the deck

LADIES SKIPPER RACE 
Dec 21

AUSTRALIA DAY REGATTA 
26th January 2009

 look for details on the website soon

ETCHELLS REGATTA 
24-25th January 2009

RACE DAY NOV 9

2009-2012 RACING
RULES OF SAILING

Will be available to purchase from 
the Club for $35.00, cheaper than at 

bookshops. Please phone or email me 
your requirements.

Celia Craig 9488 7416 
secretary@avalonsailingclub.com.au
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