
In this issue...
◆ New Members Night ◆ Cruising Reports ◆ Yacht Training  ◆ Wine Tasting Night

◆ Rafting Rules ◆ Question of the Month ◆ Noticeboard ◆ Guess Who Don’t Sue & more!

JibSheet
An Avalon Sailing Club Publication October 2007

A

www.avalonsailingclub.com.au

Welcome to Summer Sailing!

Photo by Celia Craig



2

From the Tiller

Dear Members,

Well, another month has flown by.

So what’s been happening and what’s due?

EARLIER THIS YEAR:

At the 2007 Yachting NSW Awards, the Manly Junior Association 
of NSW achieved runner up in “Event of the Year” for the State 
Titles. YNSW presented the Association with a Highly Commended 
certificate for all the MJ club’s efforts in introducing junior sailors 
to the sport and giving them the opportunity to participate in a 
regatta through the MJ Rookie program.

Winner of Event of the Year was the 2006 Rolex Sydney to Hobart, 
so its good to see we’ve got quality competition....

Our certificate will be proudly hanging on the wall soon !

MID OCTOBER CENTREBOARDS:

Last month, the Flying 11 Association - with ASC’s help - held a 3 
day training camp at the basin.

Luckily the bush fires were over and the Basin was re-opened. 
Everyone either stayed in tents or on board parents boats.

We had 18 boats from all over Sydney with 10 boats from ASC !

The kids all got 3 hours sleep each night, with the parents getting 
4 -1/2 !

The weather went from 25knots and hail through to perfect 10-12 
knots and sunshine.

The coaches, Dave O’Connor and Paul Mackenzie, were great 
and the crews all enjoyed getting information from a different 
perspective.

Many thanks to David Price, the president of the F11’s and a huge 
thankyou to our own Kerrie Cotton for all the hard work behind 
the scenes.

The Manly Juniors also had a two day training session at Brooklyn. 
The 1st round of the Manly Junior State Championships are at 
Cronulla, best of luck to our six teams taking part - watch out for 
a detailed report next month.

MID OCTOBER YACHTS:

Ross Trembath, Doug Snedden and Ritchie Venn on Secret Mens 
Business scored a 1st on PHS and 2nd on IRC in the Bird Island 
Race with the CYC - good one boys. We caught up with the boat 
and crew during the recent Team Avalon Audi Hamilton Island 
Raceweek for a “quiet” dinner - a great night was had by all.

THIS MONTH CENTREBOARDS:

The 2nd round of the Manly Junior State Championships are at 
Brooklyn, again good luck to our guys and girls !

THIS MONTH YACHTS:

With all the centreboard training taking place, it’s time for some 
Yacht Training !

So we’ve organised our club coach Richard Scarr - fresh from some 
Olympic coaching - for a couple of dates.

The first session will be on Tuesday night, 13 November, at the 
club for a couple of hours of theory concentrating on starts and 
mark rounding - rules and strategies.

The second session with be an all day on-the-water affair on 
Saturday 24th November, using our own boats, with multiple 
starts , upwind sessions and mark roundings to see what we’ve 
learnt.

Unfortunately that Saturday is also the Three Island Race of the 
Good Fellowship Series run by RMYC, but we have no other spare 
dates before Xmas...

See later in this issue for more details on the training.

I look forward to catching up with you at the club - don’t forget 
the fabulous family BBQ we have on the deck on the last Sunday 
of each month - BYO everything.

To all our sailors, sail well, sail fair, sail fast and make your club 
proud !

Peter Gale
Commodore

Avalon Sailing Club
“The sailing club closest to Paradise!”
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OFFICE BEARERS 2007 - 2008
Commodore Peter Gale (Michelle)  9918 3627
Vice Commodore and
Hon. Treasurer Neil Gregory (Eleanor)  9416 1621
Rear Commodore Brett Stapleton (Robyn) 9456 2256
Imm Past Commodore Geoff Fogarty (Jennie) 9440 8621
Club Captain Andrew Kendall (Robyn)  9416 6673
Hon Secretary Ian Craig (Celia)  9488 7416
GENERAL COMMITTEE
Warwick Barnes (Elaine)  9918 6137
Greg Bolton (Denise)  9918 9081

Bruce Dey (Jenny)  9999 2779
Kingsley Forbes-Smith (Rosemary) 9476 6949
Toni Fox 9401 9277   
David Hyde (Robyn)  9499 5080 
Peter Kidner (Elizabeth)  9918 0469
Nicole Koerner (John)  9918 8340
Glenn Sanders (June Cunningham)  9918 7300
John Siladi (Carol)  9452 2719
Paul Sinclair (Bev)  9975 3509
Ross Trembath (Jan)  9983 9824

Rafting Rules
It’s often hard to ask someone to leave a mooring, 

but remember that ASC members have the right to 

use the six Club moorings in Towlers Bay, Coasters 

Retreat, America Bay and Refuge Bay.  

Check the Mainsheet for description and locations.

The Club owns and maintains these moorings – they 

are our private property – so ineligible boats can 

quite properly be asked to leave.

Here’s the rules:

•  You must be a financial member and have paid 

either yacht racing or cruising participation fee.

•  You must display a current ASC sticker (purple 

stripe for this year) on your yacht/boat.

•  Please share with other eligible club members 

by rafting up.

•  Exercise good seamanship when rafting, 

remembering that the conditions will determine 

safety for numbers of boats on a mooring. 

•  If you have to ask an ineligible boat to leave the 

mooring, be polite, but firm.  If they won’t leave, 

call NSW Maritime on 13 12 56.

SAFETY AUDITS
A reminder to all sailors participating in

Twilight races you MUST have a Cat 7 Certificate

Please contact

Ian Craig or Ross Trembath

to arrange your inspection
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New Members Night
Photos by Celia Craig
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ASC Adult Christmas Party
Friday 7 December, 7pm - midnight

n  Live music -  Come prepared to dance  n  Dress - Xmas theme   

n  Raffles  n  Two Course Dinner - BYO drinks
n  Tickets limited, so book early - ticket bookings accepted with 
credit card authority or cheque  n $55 per head

ASC Christmas Party Ticket Order Form
Send this form to Celia Craig, 29 Duff Street, Turramurra 2074. Phone 9488 7416
Here is my cheque/credit card authority for $_________ Please reserve ______ places for me.
Name __________________________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________________________________________
Avalon Sailing Club Credit Card Authority
Please circle type of card      Mastercard       Bankcard       Visa         Expiry n n n n
n n n n   n n n n   n n n n   n n n n

Signature _______________________________________________

✂

Farewell,  
old Friend!
A familiar sight around Pittwater for the last 
decade or more has been Bosun, ASC’s big grey 
response boat. Blessed with a very stable design, 
she turned easily, banking steeply around as the 
deep V hull sliced smoothly through the chop. 
How she would have gone with her rated power 
instead of the miserly 50 hp we put on her we 
will never know, but the thought of laying marks 
in half a ton of plastic propelled by 120 hp is 
awesome! 

Bosun probably helped introduce 3,000 young 
children to sailing, hovering anxiously around the 
fringes of Blue Division, ploughing relentlessly up 
and down mark laying, or ferrying 20 at a time 
out to wild rides on big boats at sailing camp. 
But times and coaching needs change, and we 
are moving on to faster, more versatile and more 
seaworthy boats. Bosun goes to a new life which 
will involve more fins and scales than foils and 
sails. We wish her and her new owners all the 
very best.

Glenn Sanders

Social Calendar
Get ready for some great social events over the coming season and into 
next year.  Mark these dates in your diary now, so you don’t miss out! 

Saturday 24 November – Wine Tasting 
Friday 7 December – Christmas Party
Saturday 16 February – New Members Drinks Night
Saturday 8 March – Challenger Head Cruise/Race and Dinner
Sunday 6 April – Portuguese Beach Picnic Day
Saturday 24 May – Commodore’s Ball
July 2008 (date TBD) – Christmas-In-July Trivia Night
August 2008 (date TBD) – Golf Day
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Guess Who? Don’t Sue.
Not much gossip from me this month but this is from 1963 when 
Paul Hennessy was the president and it was called GRAPEVINE 
GOSSIP.

“First bouquet to the President’s daughter, who spends more time 
than most in the water (by accident!)

Second to the two girls on V.J. “Maybe” who were weaving a rather 
dubious course when the Club Umpire, Pat Lees, decided to help 
out. “Do you see that torpedo target way up the bay?” he shouted. 
”Yes” they assured him-straining their eyes up the 2 mile stretch. 
Well, said Pat, head straight for it, and don’t take your eyes off  it. 
Which is the reason they ran straight into it. How’s that for aiming 
straight?

Who was the skipper responsible for all the female squeals that 
echoed down Pittwater returning from the club picnic? And it was 
not from a Manly Junior either.

Hats off  to the Lady Member who, when things became a little 
dull in the Clubhouse one Sunday, organised a most unusual floor 
show. Looks like we are keeping the standard up.”

Another interesting item was the report that a young Jim Catts 
romped home with a comfortable lead to take line honours and 
handicap trophy in the Annual Pittwater Regatta. Keep it in the 
family fellers.

Norm Field

A

Avalon Sailing Club

Sailing Camp 2007
Children 7 to 12 Years of Age

Learn to Sail and  
have lots of fun!

10th - 12th &  
17th-18th November 2007

Enquiries

Andrew Kendall 9416 6673

Peter Gale 9918 3627

Support aSC by 
buying some great 
wines for Christmas
The Club has partnered with WineMates 
Australia to bring you some great wines at great 
prices, just in time for Christmas - and beyond!  
The wines are highly rated and delivery is free.  

Most importantly, for every case you order 
(whether for Christmas or at any time in the 
future), $20 will be donated to the club to help 
in continually improving the club facilities and 
equipment.

To help you decide on which wines you like 
best, WineMates will be holding a wine tasting 
evening at the clubhouse on Saturday 24 
November – come along and get a taste for 
some of the best, and best value, wines around.  
The evening is also great fun and educational.  
Book your place by contacting Toni Fox on 0416 
006 088 or email toni.fox@optusnet.com.au

See details opposite and hop onto the website 
(www.winemates.com.au/asc) to browse all 
wines available and to order them easily.



ADULTS LeArn To  
SAiL A Dinghy – 

expreSSion of inTereST

Are you an adult member of ASC who is 
interested in learning to sail a dinghy?    
If so, let us know.  We would like to get  

an idea of the level of interest.
Call: Lisa Rufatt – 9973 2261 
Simon Wild – 0416 195 665

m                    Notice Board                  m

poSiTion VACAnT

CLUB DeVeLopMenT AnD 
fUnDrAiSing offiCer

(voluntary position – as with all Club roles)

The Committee is looking for a dedicated, energetic, ‘big-
picture’ person with an appropriate background or life 
skills, to develop a sponsorship strategy for the Club and 
manage the fundraising program.  

Please contact Peter Gale if interested on 9918 3627 or 
mobile 0413 44 99 70
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ATTenTion ALL 
BUDDing joUrnALiSTS & 

phoTogrApherS!
Mike Maher will be presenting a trophy to be 
awarded annually by the Club for (in the view of 
the editors) the best contribution to the Jib Sheet. 
This would be in the form of stories, photographs 
and general reporting of on the water and club 
related events. The type of trophy is still being 
investigated but expect something a little different 
to our usual sailing trophies.

SenD US yoUr qUeSTionS!
We have a diverse group of members that make 
up our wonderful club and we are an amazing 
source of information. Ask us anything from race 
rules to boat building we have it all. If you have a 
tough question and are in need of some answers 
please send us an email. The nominated question 
of the month will be published with the best 
advice we can find. We look forward to your curly 
questions soon. Please send all questions or advice 
to jibsheet@avalonvillage.com.au

fAMiLy rACe DAy BBq
Bring your meal and join other sailors on
the deck after the race. It’s byo everything
including plates, cultery & glasses.

The Club provides the bbq, tables & chairs.
A great way to relax at the end of the day
and gives you the opportunity of mixing with
members, share sailing stories, a joke or two
and a enjoy the best view - stay long enough
and watch the sun set.

Please note all Family Race  BBQ’s are to be set up
on the north end of the deck in order to leave
room for the centreboard division to come back
and unrig and put their boats away in the middle
and south end storage areas.

Simple rules for successful running of the bbq:
First sailors back onto the deck to start
setting up and others to bring out tables
and chairs as required. Before you leave
please put your chairs and tables back in
the designated area next to the stairs.
Please take home your rubbish and bottles.

Club Mooring Available
A rare event - a Club mooring has become 
available for Member hire. Contact Karl 

Nielsen 9918 9643 or 0412 888 656 ASAP 
if interested.  Annual fee is $1000

Crew wanted
I am looking for crew to help an old yachtie

sail his Thunderbird in the Friday night twilights

and odd Sunday races with ASC

Please call Terry Bowring

9918 9905 or email

t.b.a@bigpond.com.au
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aPeC weeKend on THe HarBoUr
The Cruising Division has had two long weekend events already 
this season, thanks to the APEC embargo of Sydney and Labour 
Day. We do have to confess to a deficit of actual sailing though, 
due to either a lack or a surfeit of wind!

The planned APEC weekend cruise to Middle Harbour was nearly 
cancelled due to a rather wild forecast, but conditions had 
moderated by the Friday night, so we went ahead.  Four boats set 
off:  Hagar (Paul & Bev Sinclair), Kirin (Roman & Phil Zwolenski), 
Windborn (John & Jenny Cronan) and Jim & Sue Flaye on Kate 
Kelly. The wind was very fickle when we set off, not really enough 
to sail through the large swells except for under the intermittent 
violent squalls. Windborn snapped a boom fitting during one of 
the squalls early on and they unfortunately had to turn back.  
The rest of us struggled for a while before the fitful breeze 
forced us to engage iron spinnakers and we motor-sailed down 
to the harbour, occasionally getting rained on and eventually 
getting good air for a speedy sail through the Heads. At dusk 
we anchored at Collins Beach (tucked in under Manly Hospital), 
almost deserted and very peaceful. We had a quick meal but 
the planned social session with drinks aboard Hagar afterwards 
was scuppered by heavy rain just as we were about to leap into 
our dinghies.  Next morning we set off under Spit Bridge (nearly 
missing our opening time because Kate Kelly’s anchor winch had 
decided to jam) and headed up Middle Harbour.  

All the moorings in Bantry Bay were already occupied and it is 
rather deep water for secure anchoring, so we carried on up to 
Echo Point near Roseville Bridge. It is a beautiful stretch of water 
to explore and we found plenty of room to anchor in 4 metres 
of water.  We succumbed to temptation and went ashore to the 

Echo on the Marina café for a 
delightful fish and chip lunch, 
washed down with suitably 
refreshing beverages of course.  
To redress the balance, most of 
us set off for a brisk bushwalk 
along the Killarney shore in 
the afternoon. It is a very 
picturesque walk but just as we 
were at the furthest point away 
the heavens opened and we 
got thoroughly soaked on the 
way back! This wasn’t even a 
‘proper’ long weekend, yet still 
the weather laid on its usual 
performance!

Monday morning dawned fine 
and we set off back under the 
bridge and out to sea, once 
more into large swells and not 

much wind.  As we turned north we had a brief good blast, but it 
was only a short-lived squall and Hagar and Kate gave up trying 
to sail and turned on the engines again, but we never did catch 
up with Kirin who had motored off onto the horizon ahead of 
us.  We saw a pilot whale off Long Reef and a dead seal floating 
sadly by with its flippers in the air, but it was a pretty uneventful 
trip back otherwise.

An enjoyable social weekend, but not so hot on the sailing front!  
There’s room for both in the Cruising Division, so come and join 
us, whichever you prefer.

laBor daY weeKend aT HardYS BaY 
The second long weekend cruise was to Hardys Bay and for 
once there was a fair forecast for the occasion!  Hagar, Kate 
Kelly and Impulse (Eric Gidney) set off early on Saturday to get 
up the channel to Hardys on a very high tide. This is strongly 
advised if you have any sort of a draft, as the channel is getting 
very shallow in places where the sandbank has drifted, but the 
marks seem to have been moved and improved.  There was a 
brisk westerly blowing and we had a wonderful fast sail across 
Broken Bay, before dropping our sails reluctantly and donning 
our lifejackets to cross the barred entrance off Little Box Head. 
The wind was surprisingly cold and jackets and jumpers were 
welcome – a strange contrast to what was to come.  We were 
fortunate to have been loaned a double-block mooring by a 
friend which was conveniently close to the jetties, so we rafted 
up for the weekend.  After a lunch on board we walked over 
to Kilcare Beach and then returned to watch the lack-lustre AFL 
grand final over a few beers at the RSL.  We got together for 

First Two Cruises of the Season
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dinner at the Village Store, which was very enjoyable and much 
cheaper that the much-vaunted YumYum Eatery just along the 
road.

On Sunday we walked to Maitland Bay along the coastal track, 
which is a lovely walk with stunning views, but quite a long way 
on a hot day.  On the way back we met up with Stuart Walker 
and Lizzie who had come over on Stella VI and had been trying 
to find us!

New members Richard and Noelle Lagden on Serenity had also 
arrived while we were off walking and joined us ashore when 
we got back.  We shared some beers and fish and chips from 
the really excellent chippy on the foreshore.  The westerly was 
now blowing strong and hot (32 degrees) and after our long 
walk, a number of beers were needed to quench the thirst!  The 
whole party joined up on Stella for sundowners later. It was 
delightful sitting on the upper deck and watching the sun go 
down in such good company.  Stella is a charming “stink boat”, 
full of character and trimmed with teak – none of that horrible 
plastic stuff!  Even the hardened yachties among us really liked 
her! Afterwards, all of us (except Stuart and Lizzie, with sleepy 
daughter on board) got together for dinner at the RSL, whose 
restaurant is now called The Fat Goose.  The food was ‘artistic’ 
but not filling and the service was so amazingly slow that we 
missed the first half of the NRL grand final – just as well, with 
Manly’s poor showing!  

We all fell quickly into a deep slumber after our action-packed 
day, until about 3.00 a.m. when the wind went berserk. It was 
screaming in the rigging and the dinghies were dancing the light 
fantastic behind us as the 3 yachts bounced up and down on the 
mooring. The boys were all up half the night on the lookout for 
trouble. We were worried about some of the substantial and ill-
kempt craft ahead of us more than anything else.  The wind did 
drop in the wee small hours of the morning and we managed a 
little sleep before preparing to leave on the high tide at 11.00.  
The wind was very strong again and the tide really racing in but 
clearing the channel went ok except for a few incidents such as 
Eric’s dinghy colliding with a marker buoy and Kate Kelly nearly 
being swept down onto another due to lack of space rounding 
Half-Tide Rocks, but all survived!

The real excitement happened outside the channel!  It was 
blowing like mad and we soon abandoned our whale-watching 
plans when 30 knot gusts hit us broadsides.  Even with 2 reefs 
in the main, it was a bit wild. Then our bloody-minded dinghy 
decided to flip upside down. Fortunately we had stowed the 
outboard and oars on the yacht.  We could not right it out in the 
raging wind, so we limped across Broken Bay with it under tow.  
We had 2 lines on it, so when the painter snapped it was being 
towed backwards by a stern line. We nearly got it past Shark 
Rock, where we hoped to release it to drift onto the beach at the 
lighthouse, but no, it just had to break the line just before and 
start drifting off to sea!  But who should come round Barrenjoey 
to our rescue, but two white knights on a jet ski!  The young lad 
on the back made a valiant lunge onto the upturned hull of the 
dinghy but the ungrateful thing hurled him back into the water 

as he tried to right it.  Dad then slowly towed it to us on one of 
the moorings off the beach.  It took them a long time and they 
were such nice guys and wouldn’t accept any beer money by way 
of thanks – just said that they hoped we would come to their 
rescue should they ever need it. That’s now the second time that 
we have been helped out by a jetskier, so we should all stop 
abusing the noisy things and be thankful that they are out there 
and so helpful!  Jim bailed the dinghy and took it ashore to sort 
it out and we dragged it home. That dinghy must have used up 
at least 5 of its 9 lives by now.  Next time we won’t be so lazy and 
will hoist it on deck, no matter how heavy it is! We will take up 
Paul’s offer of his patent lifting system, which saved his dinghy 
from a similar fate. Halyards to the ready, or even better, we’ll 
take the new rubber ducky next time.

Paul and Bev took Hagar into the Basin for the night, after kindly 
standing by to make sure we had a dinghy to get home in.  There 
was a lot of smoke around from the West Head bushfire, but not 
too bad in the Basin. At 7.30 p.m. though, Bev looked up the 
hill to see the flames cresting the ridge above the Basin, so they 
decided that Towlers would be a more prudent mooring for the 
night!

Eric Gidney managed to sail single-handed to the club alright 
with a bit of a struggle, but then found it quite impossible to 
pick up his mooring in the huge gusts on his own. It took him 
over an hour and he ended up reversing onto the mooring and 
then having to transfer it to the bow. He was exhausted when he 
got home.

Richard and Noelle Lagden on Serenity left much later and got 
out of the Hardys channel O.K. but about 10 minutes out their 
engine failed due to a fuel pump problem. What fortuitous 
timing! By the time they had sailed back to their mooring there 
was no wind at all, so they had to tow their yacht onto the 
mooring using the dinghy and outboard; a complete contrast to 
Eric’s problem earlier in the day.

All in all, a very eventful weekend, with both pleasurable and 
not so enjoyable events, but you learn from such occasions, such 
as always lift the dinghy when it’s windy, have plan ‘B’ ready for 
emergencies and BE KIND TO JETSKIERS!   

We did have a lot of fun though. Do join us on the next cruise!
Sue Flaye

Careful what you call 
your boat!
Friends from the Small Yacht Cruising Club named 
their boat Isa Lei, pronounced  Isa Lay-ee, the 
meaning of which I forget, but it was something 
delightfully exotic.

Lyn was amazed when the return call from Coastal 
Patrol was to Easy Lay!! Time for a renaming 
ceremony.

 Sue Flaye



ASC crew rock the prestigious 
Blue Water Point Score
On both IRC and PHS corrected times, Secret Men’s Business #1, is provisionally 
placed first overall. 

A syndicate of three Alfred’s members, Ross Trembath, Rob Curtis and Doug 
Sneddon, own the now 11-year-old Murray 42, originally from Adelaide and then 
owned in Melbourne.

They entered Secret Men’s Business #1 in this year’s Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht 
Race yesterday, only hours before the start of the overnight Bird Island Race.

At 12 noon today, only 11 of the 24 starters had completed the course, but at 
this stage Secret Men’s Business #1 looks to be in a strong position to retain her 
position at the top, with the southerly change slowing down the rest of the fleet.

Provisional placing at 12 noon today in the IRC division placed Secret Men’s Business 
in first place ahead of Wot Yot and Ragamuffin. In the PHS division, the provisional 
placing’s so far place Secret Men’s Business first ahead of the Middle Harbour yacht 
Pla Loma (Rob Reynolds) and Paul Clitheroe’s Sydney 47 CR Balance.

It was quite a challenging night, with the wind shifting in direction and up 
and down in strength. You had to be right on the ball with positioning and sail 
changes.

As they sailed back to Pittwater after finishing, an elated Ross Trembath said the 
provisional first place was the boat’s best performance since he and his partners, 
Rob Curtis and Doug Sneddon bought it from a Victorian owner just on a year 
ago. 

‘It is a very pleasing result for our first Blue Water Point Score race, particularly as 
we entered the boat only yesterday for the Rolex Sydney Hobart,’ Trembath said. 

‘We went out with a game plan to treat the 85-miler as a sprint race; we parked 
off Newport for about half an hour last night but then we got into the right wind 
pattern and stayed in phase all night.’ 

Trembath said all the crew was from Royal Prince Alfred and Avalon Sailing Club. 
‘We have an excellent nucleus of crew as each of the owners has extended family 
who are good sailors; in the crew of 11 there are at least seven who are good 
steerers, and five or six who can go up the bow if needed.’

Since buying Secret Men’s Business #1, the syndicate has bought a new North Sails 
wardrobe and plan a strong campaign leading up to the Rolex Sydney Hobart.

Her performance against a line-up of other potential Sydney Hobart contenders is 
certainly encouraging for this syndicate of owners and their crew.  Go Ross!

C/O Peter Campbell, Sailworld
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Question  
of  the Month
Thanks you for all the juicy questions of the month. 
Keep your emails coming jibsheet@avalonvillage.
com.au

The first question is for our handicap team John 
Siladi. John has formulated a response on the Avalon 
sailing club web site as well so all the mystery and 
hard work of our club handicapper will be revealed. 
Thanks for your question Colin.

Q1.  Handicaps - what does it  
all mean? 

AHC BCH and CHC ?  How do you handicap a yacht 
that has never raced at ASC before?

Does a delivery of the handicapper’s favourite 
refreshments influence outcomes?

•  AHC   [Allocated Handicap  i.e. the HC allocated to 
a competitor for this race]

•  CHC  [Calculated Handicap that is mathematically 
generated after each race & according to the HC 
Maths and parameters that you have selected]

•  BCH  [Back Calculated Handicap i.e. the HC that 
each competitor needed to be equal on HC 
corrected time with every other competitor in 
this Group]

For all you yachty purists & amateurs alike here 
is a detailed explanation of how the computer 
calculates the handicaps for the yachts.

Go to  
http://www.avalonsailingclub.com.au/raceresults.
html

The Handicappers task is initially: 

1. Set up handicaps for yacht racing in ASC races

2. Record race day results.

3.  Check for discrepancies adjust if any (delivery of 
favourite refreshments not applicable)

4. Review performance of all competitors.

  At the discretion of the handicapper, if a 
competitor is disadvantaged, make the 
appropriate adjustment. In most cases the 
computer calculates each yachts handicap 
correctly and no adjustment is necessary. 
(Computers are not thirsty)

5. Post results on the internet

6.  Regarding redress: handicaps will be determined 
by an arbitrary method and shall not be the 
grounds for redress by any yacht. The race 
committee reserves the right to adjust a yachts 
handicap at any time ( Clause 24.3 Sailing 
instructions)

7.  Should you have any queries contact me by email 
johnsiladi@bigpond.com

John (Yacht Handicapper)
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The Yacht Training is on!!
WE hAvE ORGANISED OUR OWN “OLYMPIC” COACh RIChARD SCARR  

TO PROvIDE SOME YAChT TRAINING AND COAChING

Session 1
When:   Tuesday Night 13th November

Time:    7:00 - 9:00pm
Where:  ASC in the Clubhouse

What:   Starts and Mark rounding - Rules and Strategies
Bring:    Pens and notepads

Food:    Coffee/Tea and bikkies only
Cost:    $10 per person

Session 2
When:   Saturday 24th November

Time:    10:00am - 4:00pm
Where:  ASC at 10:00, on the water from 10:30

What:   Starts, upwind and Mark rounding
Bring:    Normal racing crew and a yacht

Food:    BYO lunch and drinks
Cost:    $40 per boat

RSvP Peter Gale, commodore@avalonsailingclub.com.au 

Please spread the word!

Cast Off Spinnaker 
netts $500 for Club
Have you noticed the colourful new spinnaker on Incahoots 
lately? Dave Watts, an old friend of mine and occasional crew 
member, came across this never been used spinnaker as well 
as four other brand new sails of varying shapes and sizes from 
a house during the course of running his business of rubbish 
removal. Peter Gately from the SOS program was given these last 
sails but as I opened out the spinnaker I felt it would be a great 
pity to see it possibly cut up and/or resized. Although Laura is 
in need of a new spinnaker this one was clearly too oversize 
(and also made of quite heavy sailcloth). I showed the sail to 
Ross Trembath who agreed to try it out on Incahoots to check 
the size. The rest is history. Oh, one small detail, the Incahoots 
partnership agreed to make a $500 (tax deductible) donation 
towards the new start boat. Everyone’s a winner!!!!       

Peter Hudson

Photo by Celia Craig

Photo by Celia Craig
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For your Diary...
Twilights, daylight savings, lazy afternoons at Clareville 
beach or maybe a late surf at North Avalon. Summer is 
rapidly approaching I hope the North Easterly find its way 
to the 1230 start early this year? Bring on daylight savings.

We have included a few fun bits this month. A new pair of 
Ronstan sailing gloves for the first person to guess the fleet. 
Thanks for the donation Yachting Australia. We may have 
other competitions over the summer if I can find other 
generous donations from the sailing community.  

Congratulations and best wishes to our club patron Iain 
Murray for his Olympic challenge in the Star class. Iain 
and Andrew Palfrey were yesterday announced as part of 
Australia’s 16-strong sailing squad to compete on Beijing’s 
waters in 2008. 

 A special thanks to Mike Maher for his submission last 
month “ Six Years as a Yacht Broker”. Mike is in the running 
for the Jib Sheet Submissions Trophy so get your pens and 
camera’s out.   

See you on the water.

Mat Butterworth    
 jibsheet@avalonvillage.com.au

Running by the Lee

“For the fostering, encouragement, promotion, teaching and above all  
enjoyment of  sailing on the waters of  Pittwater”
Affiliated with the Yachting Association of NSW. Patron Iain Murray 

PO Box 59 Avalon NSW 2107. Clubhouse: Old Wharf Reserve, Hudson Parade. Phone (02) 9918 3637 
Editor Mat Butterworth – Mat.Butterworth@optus.com.au 

Assistant Editor and Artwork Claudie Moffatt – cmof5582@bigpond.net.au

Friday 2 November
Friday night Twilight Race Sailing starts

10/11 & 17/18 November
Sailing Camps

13 and 24 November
Yacht Training sessions

Sat 24 November
Wine Tasting

Friday 7 December
Christmas Party

16 December
Lady Skippers Yacht Race

23-39 December
Christmas Break - no racing

To all the families about to sit for their HSC 
whether parents or the young examinees 
themselves - your ASC family wishes you all the 
best for calm sailing through this stressful time 
for all concerned. Remember to take time out 
sailing the beautiful waters of  Pittwater to help 
de-stress.

Celia Craig


