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From the Tiller

Dear Members

Well team, another new season is upon us with the AGM a few 
weeks ago and with everyone raring to go.

Opening Day was a fabulous occasion with a fleet of 16 yachts 
and 12 centreboarders involved in the Sail-Past followed by the 
Opening Day Races.

Congratulations to Bruce Dey and crew on the E22 �Sharona�, 
who led the yachts home and to Penny Kendall and Jessica 
Russell on the F11 �River Rat� who won the Rudder Trophy for 
best performing Centreboard on the day.

Also nice one to Toni Fox and her E22 “Foxy” who just nudged 
out Don McLachlans E22 “Koolong” for best dressed boat.

Following is a short summary of each of the Divisions “Year 
Ahead”.

Blue Division
Dave Hyde, helped by Simon Wild and Murray VanderVeer are 
ready for a bunch of new recruits in our “learners” division - 
see them on the deck from 8.30 any Sunday.

Red Division
Andrew Halford, Tom Coventry and Ian Lanz are standing by 
for the “introduction to racing” division from mid-mornings, so 
study your rules and get your sailing watches out.

Gold Division
This year we have 20 Flying 11s, 10 Manly Juniors, more than 
10 Lasers and a couple of Spirals in our racing fleet. This 
means there will be more than 100 boats involved this year 
in the Combined Fleet Racing with ourselves, BYRA and RPAYC 
- yahoo. Many thanks to Nicole Koerner and Kingsley Forbes-
Smith for their continued help.

Yachts
Our immediate past Commodore, Geoff Fogarty, has been 
hard at work finalising some new courses to include more 
windward works after the start, great work Geoff � see your new 
Mainsheet.

Cruising
New Committee Member, Paul Sinclair has drafted an exciting 
Cruising Calendar - again see your Mainsheet.

Social
Toni Fox has also lined up some fabulous events, watch out 
for our new “Meet the ASC team” night, the Xmas Party and 
another Trivia Night.

As your new Commodore, I look forward to discussing any 
suggestions, concerns or praises �from both our long-term 
members and the new guys too !

Many thanks to our outgoing Commodore Geoff (fabulously 
supported by Jennie, Lucy and Tom) for help and inspiration.

I thank the Committee and the club members for having the 
faith to elect me to this lofty position and I look forward to 
representing Avalon Sailing Club in the distinguished manner 
as have our Past Commodore(s).

To all our sailors, sail well, sail fair, sail fast and make your 
club proud!

Have a great season.
Peter Gale - Commodore

Avalon Sailing Club
“The club closest to Paradise!”

COVER PHOTO: Fred Horton loves sailing so much the family 
travels all the way from La Perouse every Sunday.

New Members Social Night
Sat 13th October 7:30 – 11:30 pm

All current and new members are invited to join 

in this informal evening at the Club.

Come along for a fun and social evening.  Mix 

and mingle to get to know each other, and how 

the Club functions, better.

Nibbles (not dinner) provided. BYO drink.

For catering purposes, please RSVP to Celia Craig 

by 10 October on 9488 7416.
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Opening Day Photos by Michelle Gale

OFFICE BEARERS 2007 - 2008
Commodore Peter Gale (Michelle)  9918 3627
Vice Commodore and
Hon. Treasurer Neil Gregory (Eleanor)  9416 1621
Rear Commodore Brett Stapleton (Robyn) 9456 2256
Imm Past Commodore Geoff Fogarty (Jennie) 9440 8621
Club Captain Andrew Kendall (Robyn)  9416 6673
Hon Secretary Ian Craig (Celia)  9488 7416
GENERAL COMMITTEE
Warwick Barnes (Elaine)  9918 6137
Greg Bolton (Denise)  9918 9081

Bruce Dey (Jenny)  9999 2779
Kingsley Forbes-Smith (Rosemary) 9476 6949
Toni Fox 9401 9277   
David Hyde (Robyn)  9499 5080 
Peter Kidner (Elizabeth)  9918 0469
Nicole Koerner (John)  9918 8340
Glenn Sanders (June Cunningham)  9918 7300
John Siladi (Carol)  9452 2719
Paul Sinclair (Bev)  9975 3509
Ross Trembath (Jan)  9983 9824



You are hunched up in the foetal position, strapped so tightly 
into a massive life jacket that you can hardly breathe, immersed 
in cool water and cold drenching rain in the darkness and you 
paid $100 for the pleasure of this experience: welcome to the 
pool drill!

On Saturday 11th August five members of ASC joined up with 
the Coastal Cruising Club and Balmain Sailing Club to make up 
a group to complete the Wet Drill component of the Survival 
at Sea Course. After many emails passed between the club 
organisers, we all assembled at the Qantas Base at the airport 
at 8.15 a.m. There were 17 of us (three were unable to attend at 
the last minute), which split the $2000 fee for use of the pool to 
a manageable $100 each, to cover a whole morning’s training 
by two Tafe Instructors, Chris and Mario. They did a great job; 
Chris on the vocals, with his dry sense of humour and poor 
Mario in the pool doing all the ‘wet’ supervision, very cheerfully 
nevertheless! We were provided with PFD 1 offshore life jackets 
each and there were two life rafts for us to practice on. We had 
been instructed to wear whatever clothing and footwear we 
normally wear sailing, so some were in t-shirts and shorts and 
others in full wet-weather gear. Wet suits were not permitted, 
unless medically advised. Hint: wearing the full gear keeps you a 
lot warmer!  Roman, in shorts, was freezing all morning and Eric 
suffered a bad cold as an after-effect, but Jim wore a waterproof 
jacket and felt quite snug.

We started off with a lecture from Chris and then proceeded to 
the practical part. The lectures comprised advice on when and 
how to launch the life raft, different types of raft and life jackets, 
grab bags and what to take with you (a bottle of port included 
– to boost morale of course!), the importance of avoiding heat 

loss and sea sickness, managing bodily functions and numerous 
other useful things to remember. The most important thing to 
remember is that you must stay with your boat unless there is no 
resort but to abandon ship. You just do not want to contemplate 
life in the raft unless your boat is lost! Roman said afterwards 
that he would rather harness himself on and go down with the 
boat than take to the raft after this exercise!

Before we entered the water we were shown how to correctly 
tie on a life jacket.  In other words, so tight that you can hardly 
take the deep breath you need before jumping into the water. It 
was so uncomfortable and tended to cant your neck back at an 
extreme angle. 

Days later I still had a scab under my chin where the thing 
rubbed it raw!  However the benefit of this is that the jacket will 
not move when you jump in (you must hold it down at the neck 
as you go) and they really do turn you over when you are flopped 
face down in the water.  Some consolation there!  

We stepped (don’t jump) into the pool from about 2 metres up, 
and although it was heated to about 22 degrees, we soon began 
to feel cold in all our wet clothes. We had to float in a specific 
position to retain our heat for five minutes, during which time 
they turned off all the lights and ‘rain’ fell from pipes in the roof.  
It was very cold, heavy rain and I felt really miserable – quite a 
realistic experience I would think.  

We then had to get together into huddles to keep warm and 
care for the injured etc. This was actually quite difficult. It was 
hard to manoeuvre round the pool in the life jackets, which also 
tended to make your legs float upwards, when you are supposed 
to keep them under you and wrapped round your neighbours’ 
legs for warmth. We also had difficulty in the ‘numbering off’ 
exercise – everybody wanted to be number 4 in our group! This 
is an important means of keeping a head count and you need 
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Survival at Sea - Wet Drill Training Day
a.k.a. Cold/Wet Workout in the Qantas Pool



to nominate a strong group leader to keep everyone organised.  
Chris kept nominating myself and another middle-aged lady 
to be leaders of the two groups for some reason, which just 
added to the stress. He seemed to think women should be more 
involved/are better suited to these matters?!

After some long time messing around in the pool, we then had 
to swim a couple of lengths just to make sure we were really wet, 
before tackling the rafts. I had to launch our self-inflating raft, 
which is supposed to inflate the right way up 99% of the time, 
but of course ours had other ideas and Mario had to demonstrate 
how to right it. It seemed hard even to him, so I should imagine 
if this happened in a big sea, it would be a great challenge to 
yours truly. Once we had the thing sorted, we had to get into the 
double-chambered raft unaided, wearing the huge lifejackets of 

course. This was hard work. The rope ladder was some help, but 
it also twisted round your feet and then tried to garotte you once 
you fell into the raft like a stranded fish. But it is possible! We 
then had to practice helping others into the raft, including the 
assistance of the ‘unconscious’ and those with ‘broken limbs’.  
There are techniques, but in reality it would be very difficult to 
achieve and without hurting the victim a hell of a lot. It was 
also alarming how much water pooled up in the raft as we all 
flopped aboard. We also had to find a missing person in the dark 
and get them into the raft. All this was extremely strenuous and 
we actually warmed up a lot. Jim volunteered to have a go at 
righting an inverted raft, which he managed easily. I’m glad we 
didn’t all have to follow suit though.

At last the hard work was over and we had hot showers and 
cracked open our thermoses to revive our cold weary bodies.  
But we had enjoyed some good laughs and learned a great deal.  
It was a valuable exercise and we will actually receive a certificate 
for our trouble. Just remember – don’t leave your yacht unless it 
is actually going under. We can’t recommend life rafts after the 
drill!

Sue Flaye  
-  for Jim Flaye, Neil Gregory, Roman Zwolenski and Eric Gidney   

(apologies from Bev & Paul Sinclair (keen but stuck in Japan!)

Photos courtesy of Keith Lambert of the Coastal Cruising Club of 
Australia and many thanks for organising the day for us all.
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ASC Adult Christmas Party
Friday 7 December, 7pm - midnight

n  Live music -  Come prepared to dance  n  Dress - Xmas theme   

n  Raffles  n  Two Course Dinner - BYO drinks
n  Tickets limited, so book early - ticket bookings accepted with 
credit card authority or cheque  n $55 per head

ASC Christmas Party Ticket Order Form
Send this form to Celia Craig, 29 Duff Street, Turramurra 2074. Phone 9488 7416
Here is my cheque/credit card authority for $_________ Please reserve ______ places for me.
Name __________________________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________________________________________
Avalon Sailing Club Credit Card Authority
Please circle type of card      Mastercard       Bankcard       Visa         Expiry n n n n
n n n n   n n n n   n n n n   n n n n

Signature _______________________________________________

✂
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CANTEEN 
ROSTER 

Please support our Canteen 
co-ordinators Stephanie Allsop 

& Pepper Gibb by turning up for 
your rostered duty. Please ensure 
sailors come with change and not 

$50 notes.

Guess Who?
Mr “Guess Who, Don’t Sue” was reportedly skiing during the ‘off-
season’. Well, yes he was, but he was also seen dancing it up for the 
younger generation at a certain spidery bar in Perisher après-skiing. 
The mild-mannered man of the water was seen jiving, twisting and 
rock and rolling with great abandon.

A full version of the videos is available for a large fee, payable to the 
N Field Physiotherapy Fund. Special thoughts to the ASC chickie-babe, 
snow bunnies who danced the afternoon away with said “Field”. 
Dancing the not-so-light fantastic in oversnow shoes and hiking boots 
they would appreciate donations to the Twinkle-Toe Dance Pumps 
fund.

PS: Others seen skiing over the same week were the Flayes (a wild 
way to cruise) and the Gregorys (last seen flying down a black run on 
International!).

Helen Carlson

Heaven Can Wait 24 Hour Race
The Heaven Can Wait 24 hour race is being held on Lake Macquarie during the 
2007 October Labour Day Long Weekend (September 30-October 1).

You can help make it wait. If you can’t enter you can still donate, or help out in 
other ways. Most local sailors know what it’s all about, but - for those who don’t 
- Shaun Lewicki was diagnosed with cancer in 2003, but after a rough time and 
months in intensive care, following three operations, he didn’t just race his sports 
boat again, he set up the Heaven can Wait 24 hour event, to raise funds for the 
NSW Cancer Council.

You can read the details on the race web site www.heavencanwait.com.au. Last 
year about 30 boats turned up for the inaugural event and the Cancer Council got 
a cheque for over $20,000. This year’s race, to be held on September 29 and 30, 
looks set to be bigger and better, so even more funds should be raised. For a start, 
the organizers are hoping for up to 100 boats. 

PArkiNg guideliNeS
As we get into the sailing season, we all become very aware that parking can 
be difficult at ASC.

We’d like to thank everyone for their patience and good spirit which makes 
parking as hassle-free as possible.

Here are the guidelines:

s   When you arrive please park as far back into the parking area as possible. 

s   Don’t be afraid of being parked in. 

s   If you park someone in, leave your car keys at the canteen - labeled with 
your registration number so if you are out on the water your car can be 
moved and put back.

s   If you are parked in, simply go to the canteen and ask for the keys 
needed. 

s   Move the car out of the way, move your car out and return the other car. 

s   Then make sure you return the keys back to the canteen!



ADULTS LeArn To  
SAiL A Dinghy – 

expreSSion of inTereST

Are you an adult member of ASC who is 
interested in learning to sail a dinghy?    
If so, let us know.  We would like to get  

an idea of the level of interest.
Call: Lisa Rufatt – 9973 2261 
Simon Wild – 0416 195 665

m                    Notice Board                  m

poSiTion VACAnT

CLUB DeVeLopMenT AnD 
fUnDrAiSing offiCer

(voluntary position – as with all Club roles)

The Committee is looking for a dedicated, energetic, ‘big-
picture’ person with an appropriate background or life 
skills, to develop a sponsorship strategy for the Club and 
manage the fundraising program.  

Please contact Peter Gale if interested on 9918 3627 or 
mobile 0413 44 99 70
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ATTenTion ALL 
BUDDing joUrnALiSTS & 

phoTogrApherS!
Mike Maher will be presenting a trophy to be 

awarded annually by the Club for (in the view of 

the editors) the best contribution to the Jib Sheet. 

This would be in the form of stories, photographs 

and general reporting of on the water and club 

related events. The type of trophy is still being 

investigated but expect something a little different 

to our usual sailing trophies.

SenD US yoUr qUeSTionS!
We have a diverse group of members that make 

up our wonderful club and we are an amazing 

source of information. Ask us anything from race 

rules to boat building we have it all. If you have a 

tough question and are in need of some answers 

please send us an email. The nominated question 

of the month will be published with the best 

advice we can find. We look forward to your curly 

questions soon. Please send all questions or advice 

to jibsheet@avalonvillage.com.au

Children’s Fundraising Ideas 
Competition

The winner of this competition is Niclas Thiele, aged 8.  
Niclas is a new member to Avalon, and sails in the Blue 

Division. Niclas provided a well thought out and colourful 
entry.  His idea is to have a fundraising day at the Club 

which includes an ‘Oldy Nippa Race’ with all the dads racing 
in Nippas, plus live music, food stalls, and other activities 

which people pay to enjoy. Well done, Niclas!
Niclas has won the $50 shopping voucher for  

Warriewood Shopping Centre.

fAMiLy rACe DAy BBq
Bring your meal and join other sailors on
the deck after the race. It’s byo everything
including plates, cultery & glasses.

The Club provides the bbq, tables & chairs.
A great way to relax at the end of the day
and gives you the opportunity of mixing with
members, share sailing stories, a joke or two
and a enjoy the best view - stay long enough
and watch the sun set.

Please note all Family Race  BBQ’s are to be set up
on the north end of the deck in order to leave
room for the centreboard division to come back
and unrig and put their boats away in the middle
and south end storage areas.

Simple rules for successful running of the bbq:
First sailors back onto the deck to start
setting up and others to bring out tables
and chairs as required. Before you leave
please put your chairs and tables back in
the designated area next to the stairs.
Please take home your rubbish and bottles.
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On a bright sunny day with a light, cooling breeze, selling boats 
been described as the best job in the world and that’s not too 
far from the truth. 

But there’s more, a yacht broker gets to deal with the nicest 
people in the world. They are searching for a dream. It might 
be their first boat, something to learn to sail in or a larger yacht 
to carry them to far off shores. But they all share a common 
boundless enthusiasm and joy at being on their way to fulfilling 
the dream. They are a delight to deal with.

Not quite true of course, some might say a little over simplified.

The facts are that it’s not always good weather, in all senses of 
the word.

When I cast my mind back to the 
purchase of my first boat and the 
hell I must have put the broker(s) 
through I confess to being just a 
tad embarrassed.

The Boat Syndicate (a yacht 

brokers nightmare)

We were a group of five young 
families, the blokes of which 
were all dead keen to go sailing. 
I can’t remember the numbers 
in total as we were all busy pro-
creating at the time but each 
family had two or so children, so 
do the maths. 

The idea of pooling resources 
to buy a boat is a good one, it 
spreads the load financially and 
in terms of labour, plus you are 
never short of a crew. But, it 
does mean that the decision making and information gathering 
process is at about the level of a small government department.

You might think that since the project, in this instance, was 
largely driven by the blokes the notion that they be the decision 
makers is quite reasonable.

Not so. The women may have been preoccupied with the kids 
but they were not to be left out, there were important issues 
such as colour and upholstery to be decided on. Kids as we know 
have opinions on everything. 

The effect was each prospective yacht had to be inspected by all 
20 or so share holders.

Now before I get accused of being sexist and childist(?)  I strongly 
believed in the right of my wife to have an input into the search 
for and the buying of the yacht and I was conscious of how 

excited our two kids were and how much they wanted to be part 
of this big adventure. 

I’m pretty sure all 20 of us never turned up on any one day but 
I remember two or three families was quite common and in any 
case we would phone our missing partners and tell them to look 
at the boat we had seen, so they would troop back to the broker 
the next weekend for their inspection. 

Ahh, lucky broker, but it was an enjoyable day out…for us.

The typical inspection was an exciting trip in a fast work-boat (the 
kids loved it, screaming and shouting having a great time). One 
inspection I remember still makes me cringe. There were only 

seven of us that day, two families 
comprising mum and dad with 
their boy (10) and daughter (7) 
and us with our boy (8). 

The boat was a Triton 26 with 
a price a little more than our 
budget but we thought it would 
be worth a look anyway. We were 
of course too many to fit on the 
work-boat but the broker said 
the yacht was very close and he 
would do two trips. 

Once on board the three kids 
did their usual thing clambering 
straight down the companionway 
screaming very loudly looking 
in every cupboard and pulling 
every lever. Once that became 
boring the two boys came back 
on deck. One of the boys was 
in love with the work-boat and 
was having great fun pulling its 
painter until it bumped into the 

stern of the yacht. The broker told the boy, as diplomatically as 
possible, not to pull on the rope and his dad gave him a clip 
round the ear but he didn’t seem to notice either.

It turned out to be a pretty ordinary yacht and after a quick 
tour below us parents had seen enough and were sitting in the 
cockpit comparing notes, that’s when the little girl, still below, 
called up to ask how to flush the toilet. 

“don’t use the toilet darling” said the little girls mum urgently, 

”I already have” said the little girl

“Don’t worry love” said the broker  “I’ll come down and pump 
it out”

“I’ve done a pooh” said the little girl 

The broker who had, up to now, been quite placid broke out in 

Six Years as a Yacht Broker
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A

Avalon Sailing Club

Sailing Camp 2007
Children 7 to 12 Years of Age

learn to Sail and  
have lots of fun!

10th - 12th &  

17th-18th November 2007

Enquiries

Andrew Kendall 9416 6673

Peter Gale 9918 3627

a sweat and all except the boy still playing with the work-boat 
clambered down below.

All boaties know that on-board toilets are not something to mess 
with, like the rest of the yacht this one had not received much 
in the way of maintenance. I won’t go into the detail of the 
clearance operation but it did require concentration from us all. 
In fact we were all concentrating so hard that at first we didn’t 
hear the boy in the cockpit calling out for his dad. 

Just pulling the work-boat up to the stern of the yacht had 
obviously got boring so he had decided to undo the painter and 
tie it back on with a “proper” knot .

When we emerged into the fresh air the work-boat was being 
carried away by a gentle breeze. We were stranded.

A rescue was arranged by 27meg (no mobiles then) and after 
telling the broker this was not the yacht for us we went on our 
merry way, already planning next weekends inspection.

There is no moral to this story but when you and your syndicate 
front up for a yacht inspection watch for the moment of fear as 
it flickers across the broker’s face. You will have to look carefully, 
these people are professionals and will not show their fear for 
long but trust me they will have made the sign of the cross. So 
treat them gently.

Michael Maher - Ex-Yacht Broker



Yep, that became the catchphrase for our assault on the recent 
Audi Hamilton Island Race Week.

Why? Well, as your honourable representatives up at the 
Whitsundays, we thought it best to present the correct image 
for ASC and four middle aged pot bellies just didn’t match that 
image... Only problem was that during our “photo-shoots” the 
photographer had to be quick as we couldn’t hold the pose(s) 
for too long !

As part of “talking-up” our fabulous club, the Team Avalon shirts 
and caps were required for all public appearances (training, 
racing, waterfront and waterholes). Our two Golf Buggies (used 
for transport on the island) were always “backed in” so that the 
“Team Avalon” decals were prominent.

So why were we in Hammo? We had been talking about sailing 
up there for a while and thought “What’s the easiest way to get 
a boat up there?” Delivering a local boat up and back takes a 
lot of time (which we didn’t have) and getting a delivery crew 
to deliver and return a boat got rather expensive. What to do? 
Charter a Melges 24 Sport Boat that was already up there taking 
place at Airlie Race Week seemed logical!

Heath Walters (an ASC member) owns Northshore Yachts - the 
Australian builder of the Melges 24 and the importer of the 

Melges 32 - so he was the guy to talk to.

Shaun Bennett, one of Heath’s co-workers, came to sail with us 
- fresh from Airlie - to provide some tips for sailing these big 
skiffs.

Fitted with a retractable spinnaker pole and assymetric spinnaker, 
our 700kg flyer was the smallest boat at the regatta. Our division, 
Performance Racing, included a Volvo 60 and three Mumm 30s 
- boats not generally known as slouches, so we thought it might 
get a bit embarrassing.

Off the wind, when the wind strength is “Blowing Dogs Off” 
(rather windy) the faster the breeze, the faster the boat goes. The 
faster the boat goes, the more the apparent wind moves forward. 
The more the apparent wind moves forward, the more you have 
to bear away - which in turn makes the boat go yet faster. In 18+ 
knot breezes the boatspeed was 20 knots plus...!! Of course the 
downside is that when the breeze gets light, we needed to “arc 
up” (head up) to increase the apparent wind without being able 
to bear away. This of course meant we sailed almost twice as far 
as some of the boats who could sail much deeper with normal 
spinnaker poles pulled way back.

To keep us fit for the permanent hiking necessary upwind, with 
the lifelines tight against our (flat) tummies and our behinds 
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TEAM AVALON

“SuCk it iN!
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just touching the edge of the deck, we followed a strict training 
regimen. Each day the team went for a run*, followed by 
weights**.

So how did we go?

The first race was blowing 12-18s for a downwind start. Tide 
was minimal. Light rain was falling. We had some great speed 
in the gusts, so went for a starboard-end start, cracked the kite 
on the gun and crossed the entire fleet on port ! Alrighty then ! 
We were 6th round the bottom of the island and settled into a 
looong (8-ish miles) work upwind. We held our time upwind - 
really looking forward to the huuuge run - but unfortunately the 
breeze dropped out and we finished 8th. That’s OK we thought, 
we just need more breeze !

The second race had similar breeze (and rain) to day 1, but with 
a really long run to start with, so we thought we’d try the same 
trick. Unfortunately, the gust we expected missed us by inches 
and we had to duck a stern or two. This led to some prawning 
(kite overboard) for urk! about five minutes... We had some work 

to do. Luckily the breeze stayed in 
and we settled into some serious 
speed for our nine mile run. Woah! 
Surfing much faster than the waves 
with everyone right at the stern 
(two guys behind the skipper) and 
the boat humming like mad, we 
rounded the bottom mark in 2nd 
place. It was still blowing as we 
skated across on a tight reach to 
another island and we only lost 
two places to the 50 footers. This 
time the upwind leg was only 
about six miles and although most 
of the boats overtook us, we held 
our time. The last leg was a five 
mile tight reach - our fastest angle - 
and we overtook two of the Mumm 
30s as we flew downwind. About 
half a mile from the end of the 
run, we punched into the back of a 
big wave and the kite blew out. We 
were still doing over 10 knots and 
held our place to the finish! That 
was our race! 1st in division! Suck 
it in boys!

As we walked down the dock after 
the race, we looked like the pilots from “Top Gun” -  ie. a slow 
motion swagger, with shoulders back and chins stuck waayyyy 
out.

And our guts sucked waayyyy in.....

Women were in awe and the Maxi guys clapped us on the back.

So what went wrong?

Winning a race in Performance racing added 12 secs a mile to 
our rating and when the breeze went light for the rest of the 
series....that was it !

At least the “Wetsundays” lived up to their brilliant reputation, 
and we saw sun for the rest of the time. The girls all came up to 
boost our morale and we had a fabulous time with some great 
sailing.

Look out next year!

Team Avalon founding members were Geoff  Fogarty, Andrew 
Kendall, Dugald Russell and Peter Gale.

*drive cart faster than normal, **2 beers each
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For your Diary...
Around the World in 10 Feet
These guys are serious and absolutely mad. I think I’m a bit 
jealous is that crazy?

There are currently 4 declared racers taking part in this 
global race of a lifetime. The goal is to beat world record 
set in 1987 by Serge Testa in his 11ft 10in boat “Acrohc 
Australis”. 

The Rules:

•  A race around the world in a ten foot sail boat. The boat 
shall be exactly 10ft long. Any rudders, spars, self-steering 
gear or other protrusions beyond 10ft must be removable 

•  The race will start in the Bahamas in January 2009 

•  Anyone can take part, any age group, male or female 
and from any country in the world 

•  This is a single-handed race. Apart from the skipper 
(Racer), no one else is allowed on-board once the race has 
started 

•  The boat can be self designed and self built or designed 
by someone else and built by someone else 

•  The race is restricted to monohulls (No catamarans or 
trimarans) 

We may have reached that point of our evolutionary 
development that we simply have nothing else to achieve 
when it comes to circumnavigation. These guys may be the 
modern day version of Joshua Slocum. What else remains 
to challenge us? 

My global Challenge this week is to get the old girl to the 
starting line for the Koolong trophy. If I can achieve that I 
would be happy as a man who completed a circumnavigation 
in a ten foot boat.  If anyone is really interested in entering 
the Around the world in 10 race please see John O’Neil or 
Peter Kidner of club house maintenance. They will have 
some challenges for you at the next working bee �

Mat Butterworth

Running by the Lee
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Sunday 23 September
Family Race and BBQ on the deck

Dates TBA
Yacht training days with Richard Scarr

Saturday 13 October
New Members Night

Saturday 27th October
Working Bee

Sunday 28th October
Family Race and BBQ on the deck

Friday 2 November
Friday night Twilight Race Sailing starts

10/11 & 17/18 November
Sailing Camps

Friday 7 December
Christmas Party


