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The feelings of nostalgia started as Simon Hill and I drove down Barrenjoey Road
through Bilgola and there in front of us there was an 18-foot skiff being towed on a

trailer. At this stage it was only the nostalgia of seeing for the first time in probably thir-
ty years a real live genuine big brute of a sailing machine.  The broad beam, the displace-
ment hull and the short spars denoting a gaff rig. Nostalgia really set in when we fol-

lowed the skiff to Clareville Beach and out of
the towing vehicle stepped Dick Notley.
I knew Dick (or ‘Dickie’ as he now seems to
be called) when I sailed 12-foot skiffs at
Abbotsford in the Concord, Abbotsford,
Gladesville 12 ft. Flying Squadron or, as it
was known then as The CAGS.  What a
name for a sailing club — a Flying Squadron.
The name conjures up images of 96 gun Man-

O-War, 48 gun Frigates, Nelson, C. S. Forester
and Horatio Hornblower.  Skiffs were hard boats to sail.  Totally unforgiving, the slight-
est mistake, the slightest loss of concentration and whoops! – Capsize. 

Continued on Page 3

The author of this article is Ian Woods 
who was invited by his friend, club mem-

ber, 
Simon Hill to join other members aboard an 
historic 18 footer. We would like to thank 

Ian, for his beautifully evocative 
account  of that day 

Historic 18 Footers come to ASC



Well everyone, I’m happy
to report we’ve made it

through another season and I
hope each of you achieved
whatever it was you set out
to achieve and enjoyed your-
selves in the process. 

The success of the season as
always has been the direct result of the never ending
supply of energy from many members who give so
unselfishly of their time each and every week. Whilst
always risky to give special mentions I feel it is
important that members note the recipients of the
major club awards at the prize giving this year as
those who really epitomise the Avalon spirit. 
As always the Committee has been diligent in fulfill-
ing its duties many of which go unnoticed but are
nonetheless critical to the smooth running of Avalon.
Special thanks to each Committee member for a job
well done

The ever growing list of folk who helped keep the
place afloat this year in no special order were
Blue Division Peter and Robyn Kendall, Peter Hudson
,Geoff and Jennie Fogarty, Chris and Julia Smith,
Geoff Croshaw, Matt Dureya and Brett Morris. 
Club fashionwear designers and sales staff Janet and
Paul Hurley. Canteen gourmets Mia Sherman, Doune
Sexton, Jenni Hudson. Boats and equipment Edge
Adams, Claus Bayer and Glen Sanders. Glen also
worked tirelessly throught the season keeping the
boat boys up to par, great job thanks Glen. Elizabeth
and Peter Kidner on recruitment ably supported
behind the scenes by Jane Cooper on membership.
Jane is also our Treasurer but only made it to this
years audit thanks to some great number work by
Tony Caillard. Whilst on numbers thanks goes to John
Knight for the job of yacht handicapper, my what a
thankless task eh John!  Centreboard training co-ordi-
nator Ross Trembath, wow what a season!
Editor in chief Michael Maher, the  club newsletter
just gets better and better thanks to the efforts of
Michael. Also in the printing and laminating division
thanks goes to Jimmy Catts. Rack Police
Commissioner Geoff (don’t argue)Sherman.
Yacht co-ordinator and club Historian Norm Field.
Social Secretary Cher Knight whose functions are
always just perfect and last but by no means least
club Secretary Ian Craig who delivers each and every
month.

Whilst its been a great year in many quarters it seems
there will be action a plenty over winter.
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Blue division has continued to grow with many new
recruits now ready to advance themselves to after-
noon racing. Recent discussions amongst parents
and the junior sailors involved has seen the emer-
gence of a new ‘Red Division ‘which will commence
Sunday the 28th April and continue over the winter
months meeting every forth Sunday in conjunction
with the Clubs "Winter Series" days. The aim of "Red
Division" is to prepare both parents and children for
the more structured environment of Gold Division
next year. I would encourage all families with chil-
dren at this stage of development to get involved as
the success of the new venture is very much a case of
many hands making light work.

Gold Division as reported last issue has really come
of age this season with further success recently
enjoyed by many Avalon sailors at the CHS regatta.
This in turn has led to several of our Gold Division
sailors being selected for the Sail Training/Youth
Development Program to be conducted at RPAYC in
the coming winter months and there will certainly be
more to report on this front as news comes to hand.

Yachties as always will race the forth Sunday each
month over winter as nominated on the calendar.
Hopefully the traditional BBQ on the deck at days
end will see a combining of the Yacht Division and
the new Red Division recruits so as to make the most
of those, to die for, winter sunsets. Hope to see you
all there.

The last matter I would like members to consider
over winter though somewhat sobering is the need,
next season, for some fairly major work to be done
on the piers supporting the clubhouse. As part of our
regular building maintenance program the
Committee has organised for an assessment of the
piers by a structural engineer.  Once this assessment
is complete we can set about actioning the necessary
repair works but whatever the outcome, funds will
need to be both raised and dedicated to this activity.
A full report will be available by the Annual General
Meeting for discussion but in the mean time I would
ask that anyone with any expertise in the area to
come forward as we would welcome any assistance
you may be able to offer.

Well as you can see there will be plenty for everyone
during winter so if you get involved where you can,
you still wont have to do all those jobs around the
house that you’ve managed to put off during sum-
mer.

See you on the deck soon 

Ritchie Venn

From The Tiller
The Commodores Report
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Nostalgia...The 18 Footers continued

Dick sailed with the Lane Cove Club, and was
the forward hand in the ‘Ajax’, sailed by his

brother Peter.  She carried more sail than any other
skiff I have ever seen for her size.
The skiffs of my era and the eras before them were
just this.  Big heavy boats with displacement hulls
and enormous rigs.  Nothing sophisticated, just
brute power.

I went to the funeral of my old forehand, Bob
Williams, on Friday.  Bob was one of the best
for’ard hands in the skiffs.  Jeff, his brother in law
delivered the eulogy to the packed church where all
the members of the Abbottsford Sailing Club were
paying their last respects as Bob, at age, 75 had con-
tinued to man the club launch until 2 years ago
when cancer caught up with him. 
We sailed the ‘Crusader’.  A cedar hulled, carvel
planked, snub-nosed, skiff with mountain ash ribs
and stringers.  The thwarts and centreboard case
were cedar too.   She was beautiful.  She was a
piece of furniture.  When she was freshly var-
nished, she just glowed.
Jeff was our bailer boy.  The
12 footers had a crew of 4 in
heavy weather and the bail-
er boy sat in the bottom of
the boat with a baking dish.
As every sea came over the
bow it was his job to get it
back over the side before the
next one came over.  No
buoyancy so if you didn’t
keep then dry, you sank.
Jeff brought back a memory
of a howling Southerly on
the Hen and Chicken Bay
when the fleet had been dec-
imated with capsizes and broken gear and we were
the only boat left upright.  On the last spinnaker
run home, a square run to the finish, Bob declared
he would set the big spinnaker, as it was still
'wooled.'  When he cracked it we took off.  These
boats didn’t plane, they just barged their way
through and we pushed half of Hen and Chicken
Bay in front of us.  Two enormous plumes of water
sprayed out the sides and all four of us crouched
behind the middle thwart with the sheet hand lay-
ing out of the side of the boat in the sheets to keep
the boom down (no vangs!).  I had both feet braced
against the block of wood screwed to the keel for
the purpose and the tiller under my armpit.  
A couple of weeks later a photograph came in the
mail.  It had been taken from a speedboat, which

we hadn’t even noticed on our wild ride down
the Bay.  The owner said he took it as we went
past him and he was doing 20 knots.  We also
managed to consume a bottle of rum on the way
round – for the medicinal purpose of keeping out
the cold.

I never sailed 18’s but always glorified in the
spirit that they engendered in the sailing fraterni-
ty then and now.  Dick brought back some of
these memories and their mystique when I sailed
in the ‘Scot’ last week.  Even though we only set
the intermediate rig and took out some fairly
small spinnakers, he still called for the crew to
keep behind the middle thwart when we were off
wind as the mast was stepped so far forward that
nose-diving was all too common.
So many great memories came back to me as we
worked away around the course and the enthusi-
asm of the scratch crew to get involved in the
continuous task of sailing the boat was a joy.
Here they were, young-uns (and a few oldies
too!) with their feet under the swinging straps
and their bums hanging over the side swinging
the boat down in the traditional manner.  No

trapeze, just sheer weight in the
right spot - horizontal.  That's
the way to keep the hull flat and
to keep the seas out.  
Enthusiasm was evident.
Teamwork there wasn’t.  How
many had set a flat spinnaker
before?  Make sure the backstay
is tight.  Start hauling the spin-
naker up.  Make sure you get it
in a jam cleat properly.  Get the
brace around the outside of the
stays. Keep the windward gun-
wale down yells Dick!  Where’s
the bloody kikker?  Get the

poles out and in the right place.  Everyone has to
step over them to get them there.  O.K. get them
connected.  Square the brace back; tighten the
kikker and bang!  The kite is cracked and off we
go.  Organised panic!
It was great to be with people who really wanted

to get involved in History.  Impressed I was with
the young boy who came off the shore with us
before the race but jumped overboard and swam
back to shore to compete in his own class racing.
(This was Andrew Coates, who got a top result
for his efforts, ed.) He had to as he was in the
running for the season pointscore but he had to
get into and feel the nostalgia of the great, the
wonderful, 18-foot skiffs.

Ian Wood



THE HISTORY OF A FAMILY
SAILING CLUB ON PITTWATER

The O'Connors had run into a few problems
with the licensing police at Kings Cross in 1942

and to help out financially J.G.Vaughan purchased
the "Raleigh”, which became the official start boat,
and the O'Connor house and boat shed.
The reality of the War came to Pittwater at the end
of 1942 with the construction of the Torpedo Range
on the public reserve and baths at Taylor's Point.
This consisted of a long access jetty with 
firing station and three targets at 1000 yard
intervals held in position by six large buoys. The
aiming point was a large blob of white paint that
had been poured over a cliff face on Lion Island
(without consultating the penguins or the National
Parks and Wild Life.)

The Range brought another A.S.C. family into the
area with the arrival of Frank Lingard as foreman
to the project, moving
into a commandeered
house at 107 Hudson
Parade in 1943. The tor-
pedo testing com-
menced in January 1944
and in addition a boom
gate was built between West Head and Barrenjoey.

A Defense order requiring all boats to be removed
from Pittwater within 24 hours is recorded on the
Championship Trophy as 1943/44 activities were
suspended due war service.

The V.J.s were stored in various boat sheds and
back yards and Les Vaughan, in the Naval Reserve
at this stage, managed to move the Raleigh to
Middle Harbour where she remained until the end
of the war.

The High Command must have relented towards
the end of 1944 as the Club re-opened on the 14th
October that year and at the meeting held in the
Vaughan's boat shed the new office bearers
unaminously decided the club should be named
the Avalon Sailing Club.

J.G.Vaughan was elected President - just as well, as
it was his original idea, his boat shed and he also
provided the car battery for the lighting in the
shed.  Les Vaughan was made Club Captain.
Annual fees were set at 2/6 for boat owners and
2/- for social members and crews. A handicap start

from between the centre of Clareville Beach and a
launch to the south was to be used and a roster
drawn up for laying of a mark at Long Nose Point
by a V.J. and a similar retrieval roster.
(Fuel was still rationed) The first race was held on
the 15th.October and there were 16 competing.

Every club has its stirrer and this appeared to be
Mr.A.Gibson, the Vice Club Captain who wanted
the first two races declared un-official and then 
suggested at the same meeting that J.G.Vaughan
had no authority to obtain a fuel ration for the
judges launch and could be had up for obtaining
fuel under false pretences.
The President resigned and after A. Gibson 
apologised,  resumed office.

A few months later he was involved in a protest
sailing  against Ken Vaughan
sailing his brothers boat
Defiant, (Harold was in New
Guinea), and having lost the
protest called the secretary.
Pending expulsion from the

club another apology was
required. A certain amount of revenge was obtained
two months later. Mr.Gibson had moved that  boats
sew individual colour patches on their mainsails for
recognition (no Y.A. or sail numbers then) with a
one month time limit to comply. The only boat that
did not comply was Les Vaughan and he was sub-
sequently disqualified after a protest by Mr.Gibson.   

Although the war in Europe was slowly grinding to
an Allied victory towards the end of 1944, the
Pacific war was still in full gear. The gloom of the
early years had lightened and despite the shortages
and rationing, people made the most of what was 
available.

All the houses around Clareville Beach were family
built holiday homes so the weekend residents
would save their petrol ration (or those with gas
bags attached to the car roof their coke for the gas)
and drive north to Pittwater from the Sydney sub-
urbs. Another big family group joined the Club in
late 1944. The Gravenors, two brothers and their
families (four sons) moved into their fathers house
at 28 Delecta Avenue, Clareville. 

Continued on page 6

Norm Field, 
resident historian continues the 
fascinating story of our club
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A PORTUGUESE PICNIC
Egg fights, oyster shooters, tug o’ war and good company...what more could you want. Avalon Sailing

Club was joined at Portugues Beach by the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club in what has become a 
tradition. The Ron Parker rope
was used in yet another battle
for tug o’ war supremacy
between the two clubs. ASC
won, could it be that we are
fatter/fitter than our RPA
colleagues? Thanks go the Rob
Sexton for the use of his “Blue
Heeler” to get the BBQ to the
beach and Geoff Sherman for
perpetuating the oyster shooters.

Photos kindly supplied by
Juanita Crowley, check the
website for  more in the
coming weeks.
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The History of a Family
continued from page 4

For curiosity sake, have a look at the house that is there
now, right on the southern side of the Park. The four

boys within six months had V.J's sailing at the Club called
Altair, and Aurora. The Vaughans and the Gravenors
were to be the mainstays of the Club over the coming ten
years. Ken and Alan Gravenor were given the responsibil-
ity of designing and manufacturing the first club pennant
which they managed in two
weeks and handed to the
committee in January 1945
for which they received the
princely sum of 25 shillings.

The Clubs first dance was
held on Anniversary night
in January at Amoreys
cafe/hall at Avalon with the
cost of the hall being donat-
ed by Mr.Amorey, who was
similarly benevolent to the
Avalon Lifesaving Club.

Two other firsts appeared
the same month. This was
the introduction of a month-
ly helter-skelter race where
the V.J's were rigged and
ready on the beach and the
skipper and crew had to
race to their boats from a
starting line. (What would
now be called a Le Mans
start?) 
The other first was the intro-
duction of a ladies day race
where under the rules the
owner could take over the
boat in an extreme emer-
gency but must then retire
from the race.

Avalon delivered a challenge to Vaucluse Sailing Club in
March 1945 with four boats representing the Club on the
Harbour and Vaucluse reciprocated on Pittwater two
weeks later, results unknown unfortunately.

The members of the club must have been a well liked
group at this stage (this changed with the first attempt at
a clubhouse) as the local residents donated trophys and
cash for prizes. There were 16 V.J's sailing, all locally 
registered with different sail colour patches such as blue
lion, southern cross,flying horse etc., and as most races
were handicap start the finishes were hotly contested. 

The first official prize giving and dance was held in May
1945 at the Chatswood Town Hall (the Vaughans lived at

Chatswood) with nearly 100 people attending.
September 1945 saw another local family join the Club.
Rick., Boyd and Beris Corben together with Ken
Humphries who joined at the same time were all to
become active members and champion sailors. 
There was a notice board on the beach listing the sailing
days and Ken supplemented this with a sketch of the
courses and colour cards showing the various boats sail

emblems and names as there was
such spectator interest. Who said
watching sailing was like watching
grass grow?

The three torpedo targets which had
been installed in 1943 and were so
convenient as marks of the course
had now become a menace as the
six large buoys fixing each target
were waterlogged and a hazard to
all surface craft. A Lieutenant
Pettigrew of the R.A.N. was
approached to improve the marking
of the buoys and a month later prior
to the 1946 Pittwater Regatta anoth-
er letter was sent to the Naval
Board with a similar request to clear
the fouled buoys. (The targets were
finally moved in 1970.)

January 1946 nearly saw the demise
of Avalon Sailing Club. The Club
publicity committee moved that the
name be changed to the Broken Bay
Sailing Club. Luckily this was post-
poned until the next season and
thankfully went away. One good
aspect of the committee was that the
race results were now appearing in
Tuesdays Manly Daily    

Two new trophies were donated in
1946 which are both still held by the

Club. Mr.H.G.Bellingham donated the Bellingham Shield
for the handicap champion and Gregory Foster the
Clareville Cup for inter-club competition. The latter
caused some ill-feeling as the Vaucluse Club were in
charge of the Vee Jay affiliated clubs and Avalon was in
the  group which allowed slightly larger spars and sail-
ing one up due to the lack of forward hands.
Consequently Vaucluse,Connells Point and the River
Club refused the invitation unless all clubs became affili-
ated with the V.J. Association. The first Clareville Cup
race was therefore sailed regardless of other clubs and
affiliation, and of course won by Avalon.

To be continued in the next issue

This photo of the Clubhouse, is from a
1960’s book  by Elaine Haxton 

and Richard Foot 
kindly supplied to ASC by
Neil Sweeney of PalMarine 

Note, there is no rigging deck and the
watch tower was then in place
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RSVP: Cher Knight 26 Fairlawn Street, Turramurra, NSW 2074
Phone: 9144 5259

Seating: I/we wish to sit at......................................table or happy to sit anywhere.

Names: __________________________________

I have enclosed a cheque for $..........................................................    
(at $50 each) made out to Avalon Sailing Club

"We are also able to stay back to help clean Up:   YES/NO (circle one)

THE COMMODORE’S BALL
SATURDAY, MAY 25th AT 7.00 FOR 7.30PM

AT THE CLUBHOUSE

Come as the letter M
$50 per head.

Bookings essential, please complete the form below 

Before dinner champagne is included but all other drinks should be brought.
Dinner includes nibbles with champers and then two courses 

with coffee and chocolates.   

This is a non-profit dinner.  No refunds as the Club is liable for all dinners
booked, non attendance will have to be paid for.

Get your tables organised and let me know, even a quick phone 
call to say you are coming and then the cheque in the post asap

DO WE HAVE YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS?
Please register as soon as possible

by emailing mike@smile.com.au
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Guess Who Don’t Sue

After a recent Blue Water Shield race my eyes
were drawn to an increasingly large amount

of books and magazines sitting neatly on some
shelves by the trophy cabinets. Like Poo Bear to a
pot of honey, I had to spend some time looking
through the collection and later that night decided
to look at the catalogue in more detail
by going on line to the ASC website
where the books are listed.

It was with some admiration for the
efforts of Edge Adams (the official
librarian and archivist) at ASC that
I decided to try to help by searching
for some of the information missing in the online

catalogue especially the
classification of books. 

Being employed in the
library world I have
access to Kinetica which is
a huge database adminis-
tered by the National

Library and doesnt just give locations/holdings
for items in libraries around Australia but also
includes a complete cataloguing record of every
item. 
Well to my further surprise Edge has  aquired for
us some wonderful material. Some books are only

available in a very
limited amount
of libraries and
some are
unique to ASC.
Aren't we
lucky! 

I am sending to you separately the additional
information to add to the catalogue. 

Congratulations to Edge and the other generous
donors.  Our library is building up to something
really special and I urge all members to check it
out,  borrow the books and enjoy.

Irma Birchall

Read All About It

Professional librarian and ASC 
member, Irma Birchall 

congratulates Edge Adams 
on the Club library

Neurologically you are fine but 
I’d still like to operate so I can put a 

down payment on this baby

Which well known email address was seen sailing
away, with an even more well known personage on
board, at midday on the Working Bee day? He did
arrive very early that morning it  should be added.

Who was it that astounded the male membership
with very Belgian techniques at the Working Bee?

Seen at Lamoore Yacht Sales chandlery was  an item
of boat hardware waiting
for pick up by  a well
known ASC member and
J.OG racer. We thought the
wording was interesting
and could be the 
forerunner of some sticky
times for the sometime
crew member who penned
them. Names have been
deleted to protect the skipper 

Where was the Younger Generation this month
when he was needed?
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It can now be reported that a number of people
have raised their hands and are prepared to re-

organise the cruising division. Plans are already in
place for an initial meeting to put in place a pro-
gram.  The first two events will be a cruise to the
Harbour for the Balmain Sailing Clubs annual rea-
gatta on Sunday 27th October and a “soup night” at
the Basin on 27th of July.

Edge Adams will be cooordinating these early
stages but others have expressed an interest in
being involved and the future bodes well for cruis-
ing in Avalon Sailing
Club

OK, all you
yachties...plenty

of time to plan for
this one so no excus-
es. The Cruising
Division is planning
to sail to Sydney
Harbour for the
Balmain Regatta on
Sunday 27th of
October. Put that
date in your diaries
and start getting the
boat prepared. The
date fits in well with
our own calendar as
it is at the end of the
month with our only
commitment a Family
Day race. Sydney Harbour may not compare in
beauty to our own Pittwater but anyone who has
sailed on those waters on a quiet evening will tell
you it is a magical experience.

The man to talk to is Edge Adams on 9997 1786.
This is a great way to get your first taste of open
waters as you cruise to Sydney harbour in safety
and company. For those of you who have done the

trip many times...do it again, lets wave the ASC
flag at the Balmain Regatta.

More Crusing News
A fish and chip night at the Club on the 7th of
June. Get there at about 7 - 7.30 with your own
fish and chips and beverage (or even bring
healthyfood if you like). On the agenda is the
planning of the years cruise program.

But wait there’s... even 
More Cruising News

You are also invited to the first cruise of the year.
Join us at the “Basin Soup  Raft Up” on Saturday
night on 27th of July. Enjoy good company, hot
soup and appropriately chilled beverages on the
moorings overnight. Return to the Club in time for
the Sunday winter race and BBQ on the deck.

Yacht Cruise to the Harbour Planned

Edge Adams H28 Yacht “Just Magic” seen on a recent cruise
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The committee has received complaints
concerning a boat that “hogged” one of

the clubs moorings for about a week over the
Christmas holiday period. 

Moorings are a limited resource “...for the use
of all racing and cruising members...” and the
committee would like to remind members of
the longstanding convention that governs
their use.

Fair Go on the Moorings
It is expected that any skipper resident on a
club mooring will welcome any other club boat
in the vicinity to raft up. We emphasise the
word welcome.  It should also be stated that
these moorings are for transient use and not
for any long term occupancy.

The committee is reluctant to impose  restric-
tions on the use of moorings and at this stage

is asking  for your help
so that all members can
enjoy the moorings in a
spirit of cooperation.

As you will read
elswhere in this
Newsletter the cruising
division of the Club is
once more active. The
cruising division are
planning a program of
weekend raft ups that
will will mean the moor-
ings will be well used
thoughout the next sea-
son. We want to ensure
that the cruising division
has full and unimpeded
access to the moorings.

Pictured is the Avalon Sailing Club Mooring at Refuge Bay

"…in all my experience, I have never been 

in an accident of any sort worth speaking 
about. I have seen but one vessel in distress in
all my  years at sea… I never saw a  wreck and 

have never been wrecked,  nor  was I ever 
in any predicament that threatened to 

end in disaster of any sort."

Answer on page 11

Who Said That? If you like this Newsletter,
the photos are much cleaner,

clearer, crisper 
and in glorious colour

on-line at

www.avalonsailingclub.com.au
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Fine work was done by volunteer members 
at the clubhouse Working Bee on Saturday 
13th of April. Emphasis was placed on the 

centerboard racks. The  job of getting 
rubber sleeves on the existing poles required

skillful manipulation, much lubrication
and delicate technique as much as stregnth. 

Double entendres abounded.
Special thanks go to Simon Hill who worked long 

and hard and organized the padding and 
extention of the racks

Those Present Included

Ross Trembath, Peter Kidner, Elizabeth Kidner,
Ritchie Venn,  Edge Adams, Michael Maher, 

Irma Birchall, Simon Hill, Jim Dargaville,
Geoff Fogarty, Esben Storm, Gabriel Crowley,

Andy Bate, Tanya Deer, Phill Deer, McKinley Deer,
Taylor Deer, Madelain Deer, Cher Knight, 

John Knight, Sam Mckay, Andy Kidner
Kelly and Clair

With the hope no one has been
left out...we present 

WORKING B HERO’s
Thank you all for your efforts

Said by all time optimist, Captain Edward
J. Smith, skipper of the Titanic when

interviewed by the New York press, in 1907.
A classic example of risk  
management gone wrong.

On April 15, 1913, RMS Titanic sank with the
loss of more than 1500 lives - one of which

was its Captain, E. J. Smith.

Don’t Drive that
Rescue Boat
UNLESS

Driving any of the club rescue boats 
or tinnies takes skill and care. That's 

why we don't want ANYONE just 
jumping in and driving off. If you 
want or need to drive one of the 

boats, there are two rules:

1. You MUST get the permission of 
the Officer of the Day

2. You MUST have a Waterways License,
and have done the Yachting 

Australia TL/3 Powerboat and 
Rescue Boat training course.

PARENTS PLEASE NOTE: 
children have to be 12 years old to 
get a Waterways license, so no-one 

under 12 can drive any club boat. Sorry.

We will be running our next Powerboat and
Rescue Boat training course next August, 

provisionally on the four Sunday afternoons:
August 4, 11, 18 and 25. 

The course is run under the auspices of
Yachting Australia, and the 

TL/3 certificate is recognised by 
Waterways authorities throughout

Australia for eligibility for their various
powerboat licenses.

Anyone interested please contact Glenn
Sanders on 9918 7300 or 
sanders@ozemail.com.au

Any previous students with a
TL/3 Instructors endorsement
who can assist on those dates

please contact Glenn also
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RUNNING BY THE LEE

COMING EVENTS
Commodore’s Ball

25th May

Cruising Division
Fish and Chips night 7th June

“Basin Soup  Raft Up”
Saturday night on 27th of July

AGM
11th August

Yacht Cruise to Balmain
27th October

Sailing Camp
9th/10th  16th/17th November

www.avalonsailingclub.com.au

Its official...the season is over. The weather is cooling, the major race series are all  finished. But
that’s no excuse to stay home and huddle by the fire. There are still reasons why you need to get

out there on the water. For a start we have the winter series. Held on the last Sunday of the month
followed by a BBQ on the deck, (or inside the Clubhouse if the weather is inclement), the winter
series is a chance to enjoy the water and keep your hand in for next summer. For the yachts its a
fun “no extras” race on a short course, there is also opportunity for the centerboarders to get out
there and do their thing in the new “RED” division. This year your committee has decided to have an
OOD present with a skeleton support team...we may even have a basic canteen presence. So, join in,
be part of the winter series and have some fun.  

The lead story this month is a great read and was prompted by a days sailing aboard an authentic
“vintage” 18 footer. The ASC team aquitted themselves well with the memory of last years dunking
still in their minds. We have to thank Ian Woods for putting pen to paper and bringing the experi-
ence of these mean machines to the rest of us. Thanks also go to Dick Notley and the Sydney Flying
Squadron 18 Footer Sailing Club for providing the cover photo and of course the boat for an exciting
days racing.

The Newsletter will now slip into its “winter mode” and will be published bi-monthly  until the start of
the summer season but I still need your contributions. So keep those, stories, beefs and photos com-
ing...without them your Newsletter is just white paper. See you at the Commodores Ball.

Mike Maher


