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G'day

Welcome to the start of the sailing
season. To those who have had a
break during winter, and to the
rest of us who just keep sailing all
the time, I can report that the
water is starting to warm up. We
are in for a great season, good luck
to one and all. A very warm wel-
come to all our new members, I
know that you will find friendship
and support at Avalon, and be
made to feel at home.

Even with that other major event
happening in Sydney this month,
we managed a pretty impressive
turn out last Sunday the 17th for
our first week of competition. A
brilliant sunny day, even though it
was light on in the breeze depart-
ment. A good turn out for Blue
and Gold Division, with a
number of new boats being rigged
for the their first outing.

Opening Day was a gusty (and
gutsy) affair, with hopefully the
last of the winter Westerly's  mak-
ing things a little interesting in the
early part of the day. The winds
did ease and we ended up sailing
in a comfortable fading breeze.
Congratulation to all those who
competed, thanks to the helpers
and to those that came down to
the club for the traditional BBQ, it
was a great way to kick off the 
season.

In a new initiative this year,
we will supporting boats
launching from
Clareville Beach. If you have
a boat on a trailer, please
consider rigging
and launching from
Clareville. We will be provid-
ing a tender service to
bring you up to the club for
the briefing. The Chapman's
have a new 29'er
and during the Olympic peri-
od we will be hosting a num-
ber of Cherubs that
have been asked to find a
new home. So watch out for
the Clareville brigade!

It is really important
that all dinghy sailors
read and digest the
Centreboard Division
2000/2001 Notice of
Race and Sailing
Instructions as well as
the Mainsheet. This year
they are bright Orange
booklets. While the
Sunday briefing is
important, we cannot
hope to cover all aspects
of the racing program. If
you wish to compete, go
around the course the
right way, start on time
and so on ..... you must
read the book!

Continued on page 4

FROM THE TILLER
The Commodores Report



2 Sailing on Brindabella

It's not very often that you get the chance to
sail on one of Australia's biggest and best
racing yachts.  So when Andrew Buckland

(Bucko as he is known on board), the tactician
on Brindabella invited me to crew on a race on
Sydney harbour, I jumped at the chance - even if
it was only the winter series!!  These guys take
racing very seriously, but they do let up a little
during the winter races and hence an odd mix-
ture of experienced and inexperienced crew can
end up on the boat during the series.  This
Sunday was no exception, and compared to
some aboard I could have claimed to be experi-
enced!  Hence I was given the task of manning
the Main Sheet traveler! 
The race was under the Cruising Yacht Club's
winter series with about six divisions and about
60 to 80 boats competing.  Brindabella raced in
the maxi division along with its arch rival
"Spirit" (the "black thing" as they call it), and
"Wild Thing" to name few.  It was a handicap
start and as expected, Brindabella is last away
giving the early boats 40 -50 minutes and  next
in the division "Spirit" about seven minutes.

The course started off Rushcutters Bay, west to
a mark west of Fort Denison, a spinnaker run
to Manly, back to Rushcutters Bay, then Fort
Denison, Rose Bay and finishing off
Rushcutters.  The maxi's do a slightly longer
course than the rest of the fleet, with their
marker being set further North in Manly Bay

The first thing you notice when boarding this
sort of yacht is the size - everything is big - to 

Continued on page 7

CRUISING NEWS
Pittwater Treasure Hunt 18-19  November

Something different is planned for
Saturday, 18  November. Meet at the
Club at 12.00 noon for briefing and to

collect  instructions. These instructions will
include questions to be answered as  you
proceed around the course during the after-
noon, hopefully to arrive at a  mystery des-
tination in time to join the raft-up and enjoy
pre-dinner drinks,  etc. The cruise will
concentrate on the Pittwater to  encourage
everyone and allow those who race in the
Retriever Trophy to return to  the Club on
Sunday morning. There is absolutely no
excuse not to participate  and hone your
navigation and boy scout talents in a fun
day with fame and  fortune awaiting all
competitors. Don't just read about it in the
newsletter, get organised and you could be
the winner.

Talking about planning ahead.....
Barry Deeks is keen to venture  offshore during
the post-Christmas break and would like to
hear from other  members who would like to
sail up the coast to Lake Macquarie or Shoal
Bay. Give  Barry a call on 9875 2693 and discuss
your ideas. This is a great way to  venture up
the coast 
safely in the company of other club boats.

David Tennant


