
Boatcare Declaration V1.0 

Avalon	Sailing	Club	

Boat	Care	&	Safety	Principles	

Background 

Teaching children how to look after boats and sail safely is a prime objective of our club. We would 

appreciate it if you could read – and explain to your children – the standards below, so they understand 

how to take care of boats and sail safely in them. 

Sailing Rules 

1. No deliberate collisions 

2. Always ask for help if you are not confident about sailing to, or from, the beach without hitting 

the rigging deck or other boats. 

3. Follow all directions from support staff and boats when on the deck and on the water. 

Boat Care 

1. Always match the correct equipment to the boat e.g. centreboards and rudders. 

2. Never put a boat down on anything else but a cradle or in the water. 

3. Never walk or run a boat over sails that may be lying on the deck – they are easily damaged. 

4. If tipping a boat on its side to rig, always protect the side of the boat from the deck. 

5. Take care when rigging to prevent people walking into, being hit with, or tripping over your 

rigging and boat equipment. 

6. Never let the boat sit on the beach, and definitely not come into contact with the beach rocks. 

7. Take care when carrying the boats to the water: look up to make sure the mast and sail does not 

get caught on the corner of the clubhouse. 

8. Always make sure there is enough depth of water to prevent the rudder and centreboard hitting 

the bottom when coming into, and leaving, the beach. Pull up if in doubt. 

9. Wash boats down after use with fresh water, and make sure that they have the drains and 

inspection ports removed so they can dry out. 

10. Check that there is no water left in the buoyancy tanks: sponge out if required. 

11. Ensure boats are put away correctly with that boat’s equipment either in the correct boat or in 

its correct storage position with any covers fitted.  Don't mix up gear.  This will make YOUR life 

much easier on the next sailing day. 

12. If something doesn't seem to fit properly or isn't working, please don't muscle it and damage it. 

Have a good look for the problem and fix if you can, otherwise find the dinghy maintainer and 

see if he has a quick fix.  If all this fails, make sure the problem gets reported to the co-ordinator 

for repair. These boats do have unavoidable breakdowns and we know that accidents do happen.  

If the right people hear about it promptly we can get things repaired and the boats back on the 

water quickly. 

Declaration 

I have read, understood and agree to the above: 

My Child(ren)  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

understand(s) these rules. We will look after the ASC Club Boats and have a fun and safe days sailing. 

Print Name  :…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature  :……………………………………………………………………………………      Date :……………………………………… 


